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Enperor of Mars
FADE | N:
EXT. PRAIRIES -- EVEN NG

The final light of day glows in warm orange across the fl at
prairies of Manitoba. A bright star shines down - Mars.

Title: October, 1957.
A VO CE speaks, with intermittent static froma radi o speaker

MON- KA (V. Q)
Greetings, people of Earth. |, Mon-
Ka, Enperor of Mars, am once again
maki ng contact with your planet in
t he hope of initiating comunications
wi th you and your | eaders.

TILTING DOWMN TO A SVALL TOMWN

At the town limt, a sign reads: WELCOVE TO EMPI RE - POP. 468.
Two GRAIN ELEVATORS tower over the sleeping town, silent
sentinels that stand al one against the horizon. Beyond the
town, dark clouds |oomover a flat-topped nmountain several
mles away. D stant thunder acconpanies a flash of |ightning.

MON- KA (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Your | eaders have been keeping ny
exi stence from you

The CRESCENT CAFE is open. SAM WONG | ooks out the w ndow
and returns back to his well-worn chair behind the counter.

MON- KA (V. Q) (CONT' D)
They have chosen to suppress this
informati on, even as | have offered
to tell them and you about the
uni verse, so much for you to marve
at .

EXT. MATTHEW S HOVE - EVEN NG

Movi ng past a house towards the backyard where a garage has
been converted to an odd-| ooki ng house by sealing the garage
door shut.

| NT. MATTHEW S ROOM - NI GHT

A poster from DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL features prom nently

on the wall. There's also novie magazi ne PHOTGS pi nned ar ound
it, Roy Rogers, Doris Day, Janes Dean.
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MON- KA (V. Q)
But you must not believe your | eaders.
|, the Enperor of Mars, will tell
you the secrets of our universe
exactly one week of your time from
today. | wll speak over your radio
waves.

MATTHEW aged 12, sits at a desk, silhouetted by a desk |anp.
The radio crackles with static for a beat, then -

RADI O ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
And that was the nessage |left by Mn-
Ak, who calls hinmself the Enperor of
Mars. Governnent and mlitary
officials dismss the recording as a
hoax.

Mat t hew | ooks up at M chael Rennie on the novie poster, an
imposing figure standing in front of a flying saucer, with
hi s gi ant robot bodyguard behind him

RADI O ANNOUNCER (V. Q) (CONT' D)
However, several UFO sightings have
been reported over the skies of Los
Angel es as over other parts of the
western U. S. and Canada. Whet her
Mon-Ka is real or a hoax remains a
mystery at this tine. Locally, police
have reported nothi ng unusual and
anticipate the usual flying saucer
sightings that often acconpany these
stories.

The static becones heavier and the signal disappears.

MATTHEW (V. Q)

(an ol der voice)
That was the first time | heard about
t he Enperor of Mars. Being twelve,
| didn't know what to think, part of
me was scared but another part seened
to want to know nore about him |
didn't realize he would cone to ne
in a way that | never expected.

Mat t hew | ooks down at his scribbler, where he's witten
Enperor of Mars - 1 week. He glances at a PHOTOGRAPH of a
young man. It's his father, killed in the war.

EXT. NI CODEMJUS' S PLACE - EVEN NG

It's a small cottage near the elevators across the railroad

tracks. Beyond it is a wheat field, illumnated by a flash
of BALL LI GHTNI NG i n blues and greens.

( CONTI NUED)
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Johnson's DOG grow s. Several other dogs join in the chorus
fromaround town. A CRACK of thunder erupts.

NI CODEMJS JOHNSON steps out. Somewhere in early mddl e age,
he'd be called a young man by ol der people, and whil e he has
a famliar ook, there's a distance to him You'd notice
himon the street, but wouldn't really know why.

NI CODEMUS
What is it, Dog?

Dog isn't about to let up. A flash of light fromthe field
per suades Ni codenus to approach the field and stops. A soft
gl ow dances nmadly with sparkles of static electricity.

NI CODEMUS ( CONT' D)
Who are you?

Ni codenmus waits but there is no answer. The |ight show ends.
EXT. MAIN STREET - MORNI NG

As sunlight brings a new day's warmh to the small comunity
| NT. MATTHEW S HOME - DAY

Mat t hew s not her, ELANA, 30's, Eastern European, pours mlk

into a bowl of oatneal. WMatthew |ooks at it reluctantly.

ELANA

Eat, you have school
MATTHEW

No nore rice krispies?
ELANA

Cat neal .
MATTHEW

| hate oatneal.

ELANA
Your father said food should al ways
be eaten. W are lucky to have food
when people in the old country have
little.

Mat t hew | ooks towards the living roomof the small house
where his grandnot her, BAPKA, kneels praying.

MATTHEW
Why does Bapka pray so nmuch?
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ELANA

She prays for your father, and many

others. It wouldn't hurt you either.
MAT THEW

| don't know as many dead peopl e.
ELANA

You will. Eat, | have to go to clean

Dr. Collins house this norning. And
go straight to school. And stay
away fromthe elevators

Mat t hew gl ances at his nother, dressed plainly, then at the
novi e magazi ne where HARRI ET NELSON i n desi gner cl ot hes.
Headl ine reads: "Wat it's like to be Ricky Nelson's nom"

EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - DAY

Mat t hew steps on a massive weigh scale intended for trucks

unl oading grain. The bars nove slightly as Matthew steps
onto the grid and | ooks down 20 feet. He turns to his best
friend, JOEL BERNSTEIN. Joel is also 12, a little overwei ght.

JCEL
No way.

MATTHEW
Cone on.

JCEL

We gotta go to school

MAT THEW
Chi cken.

Mat t hew wal ks further onto the grid. Joel reaches the edge
of the grid, closes his eyes and steps onto it. It noves
slightly. He steps back.

MATTHEW ( CONT' D)
You can do it, scaredy-cat.

JCEL
| don't want to do it.

Joel steps on the grid again. The grid shifts slightly.

NI CODEMJUS (O S.)
VWhat are you kids doi ng!

Joel runs for the outside. Matthew turns to see N codenus
approaching. N codenus watches themrun away.

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CODEMUS ( CONT' D)
You can hurt yourself in here!

EXT. STREET - DAY

Mat t hew and Joel slow down, |ook back. They're safe.

JOEL
| thought he'd catch us.
MAT THEW
Ni codemus never tries.
JOEL
Yeah, well, one day he will. \What
are you gonna do after school ?
MAT THEW
There's a new cowboy novi e show ng
t oni ght .
JOEL
Naw... | don't wanna see a cowboy

nmovi e. Besides, we're getting a
t el evi si on.

MATTHEW
You are? Wen?

JOEL
Soon, ny dad's gonna put it in the
| obby so hotel guests can watch.

MAT THEW
What about us?

JOEL
We can watch it too. But | gotta be
in bed by nine.

EXT. JENKI NS HOUSE - DAY

A pl easant -1 ooking two story house. |It's hone to Ms.
Jenkins. Also Mss Major, the new teacher, who rents the
upstairs.

M SS MAJOR steps outside. She's the stuff of boyhood dreans,
barely 21, pretty, with shining hair down to her shoul ders

and a smle that nelts a young boy's heart. And old boys
t 0o.

She bundl es her papers and starts to wal k down the sidewal k.
As she cones to Main Street she turns the corner and --

WALKS RI GHT | NTO NI CODEMUS

( CONTI NUED)
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Sonme papers fall as N codenus bends down to pick them up

M SS MAJOR
Ch, | amso sorry, | wasn't...

NI CODEMUS
My fault.

And with that, he wal ks past her.

But he cli

M SS MAJOR
Un .. thank you..

mbs into his old truck and drives off.

EXT. STREET NEAR SCHOCOL -- DAY

Mat t hew and Joel wal k as Ni codenus's truck passes them

A radio pl

JOEL

Ni codenmus is sure weird soneti nes.
MATTHEW

He was in the war, |ike ny dad.
JOEL

Paul said he was shot but he lived.
D dya know he used to |ive on Thunder
Hill?

MAT THEW
So what ?

JOEL
You know what everyone says about
Thunder HII.

MAT THEW

That it cane up in the night all of
a sudden.

JOEL
Yeah, it's an Indian spiritual place.

MAT THEW
Ni codemus isn't any Indian ghost.
He just | ooks after the el evators.

ays from a nearby house, rem nding Matthew --
MATTHEW ( CONT' D)

There's an Enperor of Mars comng to
earth, did you know?
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JOEL
That's dopey.

MATTHEW
| heard it on the radio.

JOEL
Yeah, then why didn't ny nom and dad
tell me?

MATTHEW
Maybe t hey don't know.
JOEL
Yeah, sure. You're just makin' it
up, like you always do.
MATTHEW
Am not .
JOEL

Li ke when you said Roy Rogers was
going to cone here. O when you
said Doris Day wote to you. That
was just a dopey picture her office
sent you. She never even signed it,
| bet.

MATTHEW
She did sign it.

EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - MORNI NG

Anderson hits the horn

waiting to enter the scale.

No sign

of N codenus. He | ooks at the field - his reaction is

i medi at e.

EXT. SCHOOL - MORNI NG

MVatt hew runs to the school

school , pl

aying in the yard.

I NT. GRADE 6 ROOM - MORNI NG

Mat t hew bursts into the room crashing into a desk.

of the blackboard, M ss Mjor turns around.

M SS MAJOR
Mat t hew

MATTHEW
l"msorry I'mlate, Mss Mjor.

M SS MAJOR
It's all right.

( CONTI NUED)
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Mat t hew heads for the bl ackboards, where there's boxes of
chal k and brushes. He begins to sort them

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
It's a beautiful norning, don't you
t hi nk?

Mat t hew has eyes only for her..

MATTHEW
| guess.

He separates the unbroken pieces of chal k along the bottom
of the bl ackboards, sneaking a | ook at her occasionally.

EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - DAY

Anderson waits for his grain to be dunped. He |ooks out at
the field as N codenus arrives and heads to the grid.

ANDERSON
What happened t here?

Ni codenus doesn't bother to | ook as he worKks.

NI CODEMUS
Don't know.

ANDERSON
Did you see it?

NI CODEMUS
Yeah, | sawit.

ANDERSON
You tell anybody about it yet?

Ni codenus wal ks to the scal e as Anderson renmai NS curi ous.
| NT. GRADE 6 ROOM - MORNI NG

The class sits quietly as GLORI A TAYLOR speaks. Goria's
twel ve going on thirty, straight A's, shops in the city.

GLORI A
It is widely believed by political
experts that, with the United States
and the Sovi et Union both voting
agai nst the invasion of Egypt by
British, French and Israeli forces,
the conflict will conme to an end
very soon

( CONTI NUED)
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Mat t hew and Joel exchange bored | ooks. Nearby, STEPHANI E
SIMPSON, 11, sweet and pretty, passes a note which eventually
finds Matthew.

GLORI A (CONT' D)
But, Egypt has called for all Moslem
countries to fight the allied forces
as a sacred duty and it is possible
that the Soviets will intercede on
behal f of the Egyptians. |If this
occurs, the Suez conflict could
develop into a major war, nmuch |ike
Kor ea.

Mat t hew opens the note,"See you after school ?" Matthew | ooks
at Stephanie who waves. He just rolls his eyes.

M SS MAJOR
That was a very good report on the
Suez conflict, Goria. You ve spent
sonme tinme researching it.

GLORI A
Thank you, Mss Major. There's nuch
nore to discuss on the subject, |
t hought that ny fellow cl assmates
could offer their views.

The "fell ow cl assmat es” choke on this.

M SS MAJOR
That's a very good idea, doria, but
perhaps next time. | think we should
| et some others offer a current event

ri ght now.

Goria's mffed, but graciously concedes. Al eyes turn
away, hoping to avoid being called. Joel glinpses across
the room at NANCY CARSEN, who smles at him Joel turns
back qui ckly.

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
Paul .

PAUL, 12, a bl eary-eyed kid in the corner shakes his head --
PAUL

Uh, | don't know, Mss Major, | forgot
this is current event day.

M SS MAJOR
It seens you forgot |ast week al so.

PAUL
| guess | forget a lot.

( CONTI NUED)
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The ot hers giggl e.

Mat t hew opens his scribbler to a page with only the heading,
CURRENT EVENTS - nothing on the page. Fear strikes.

M ss Maj or continues searching, passing a smling Stephanie
(girls are always prepared) passing Joel and right to -

Mat t hew, avoi di ng her eyes -

M SS MAJOR
Mat t hew.
He gl ances at Joel - who flashes a "you're on your own" | ook.
MAT THEW
M ss Mj or?
M SS MAJOR

G ve us your current event.

Matthew rises slowy as the class waits. Like the lions
awai ted the Christians.

MATTHEW
As ny current event, | amgoing to
report on...

Silence. Mitthewis ready to die if he |l oses his teacher's
favor. He | ooks down at the enpty page - then notices
sonet hing scribbled at the bottom - Enperor of Mars.

MATTHEW ( CONT' D)
That... That the Enperor of Mars is
comng to Earth next week.

A beat. Silence. Joel shakes his head.

M SS MAJOR
The Enperor of Mars?

MATTHEW
Yes Mss Major. The Enperor of Mars
is comng to Earth on... on COctober

31st and he's going to tell all the
secrets of the universe to us.

This time the class |aughs. Stephanie smles, supportive.
M ss Major hides a smle, trying to | ook serious.
M SS MAJOR

That' |l be enough, cl ass.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



Enper or
CONT' D

M ss Major feels his desperation,

rev 07/10/09

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
(to Matthew)
|"'mnot famliar with that story,
Mat t hew.

MAT THEW
| heard it on the radio. People
have been seeing flying saucers
ever ywher e.

M SS MAJOR
| think your assignnent was a little
nore down to earth

MAT THEW
But it was on the radio.

11.

deci des to change direction

Mat t hew | ooks for help, Joel lowers his head. Only Stephanie
nods at Matthew, understanding, |oving.

EXT. SCHOOLYARD - DAY

School's out, Matthew and Joel head honme, wal king their

JOEL
Boy, | don't believe you said that
Enperor of Mars stuff.

MAT THEW
It's true. He's gonna tell us the
secrets of the universe.

JOEL
Wul d you trust a Martian? | nean
if there were Martians, they'd
probabl y wanna vaporize us.

MATTHEW
He's different.
JCEL
Matthew... no Martians are gonna

conme to Earth. Kids think you bel ong
in the nut house already, renenber
that tinme you said there was a Cavalry
fort at the river, and we spent a
whol e day | ooking for guns and
arrowheads. Then M ss Mjor said
there were never any forts around
here. Now Martians...

MAT THEW
[t's true, Joel, it was on the radio.

( CONTI NUED)
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Joel ' s exasper at ed.

STEPHANIE (O S.)
H Matthew.

St ephani e appears.

JOEL
| gotta go hone.

He wal ks off, |leaving Matthew with Stephanie. Matthew wal ks,
she catches up

STEPHANI E
Wanna cone to ny house?

MATTHEW
| can't.

STEPHANI E
Wy not ?

MATTHEW

"Cause | can't.

STEPHANI E
Then where are you goi ng?

Mat t hew conti nues wal ki ng.

STEPHANI E ( CONT' D)
| know. You're going to ny dad's
store to watch the TV, that's where
all the nen go and sit around and
talk. Wy can't | go, too?

MATTHEW

You're just a kid, that's why.
STEPHANI E

Matthew |I' m el even and you' re twel ve.
MATTHEW

That's what | nmean, |'m ol der.

He wal ks away. Stephani e shakes her head.
STEPHANI E
Possession is nine-tenths of the
law. And that TV is mne too.
EXT. SI MPSON' S HARDWARE - DAY

A stucco building on Main Street, wi ndows full of hardwares
and arny surplus.

( CONTI NUED)
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Two trucks and a war-era notorcycl e outside.
| NT. SI MPSON' S HARDWARE - DAY

Matt hew - and Stephanie sit in front of a black and white
CONSOLE TV. Matthew tries to ignore her. The store is filled
wi th hardwares, building materials and arny surplus, silk
parachutes and a weat her balloon hung fromthe ceiling.

Behi nd them Sinpson sits with three locals. He's a tall
over bearing man, ex-arny, 40's, Stephanie's dad.

SI MPSON
So Anderson here says sonet hing | anded
on Ni codenus' field.

Anderson realizes his credibility is on the |line here.

ANDERSON
Saw what | saw.

LORNE EVERETT, 18, jeans, |eather jacket, sideburns perks
up. He's the town's Brando | ook-alike.

LORNE
Didn't you hear about that Martian
who' s supposed to cone to Earth.
There's been a whole pile of flying
saucer sightings.

Mat t hew perks up, his eyes wander towards the nen.

SI MPSON
Only unidentified flying object round
Enpire is that notorcycle you run
around on. And if you don't get a
hai rcut soon, fol ks are gonna think
you' re from outer space.

The others chuckle over this, waiting for the next jab.

LORNE
Any Martians cone around here and
you' d probably skedaddl e into that
bonmb shelter of yours.

S| MPSON
It's a root cellar, Lorne.

LORNE
Root cellars don't need three foot
concrete walls. Wally Dan says you
asked about his shelter. Either for
Ruski es or spacenen, way | see it.

( CONTI NUED)
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SI MPSON
You oughtta not go tal king about
what you don't know anyt hi ng about.

The nmen shut up, Sinpson's in a bad nmood. Then he notices
the kids in front of the TV.

SI MPSON ( CONT' D)
Hey, Stephanie, you get on hone.

St ephani e | ooks at Matthew, who doesn't | ook back.

STEPHANI E
"' m not bothering anyone.
SI MPSON
Never m nd. Go hone. Now.
STEPHANI E
(to Matthew)
| gotta go now. See you at school

Vat t hew.
She | eaves. Matthew tries to be invisible.

SI MPSON
(to Matthew)
Don't you have sonething else to do
but sit an' watch ny TV. It costs
nmoney for electricity.

LORNE
Ain't gonna nake you go broke, couple
of kids watchin' TV.

SI MPSON
Go hone, boy.

MVat t hew | eaves.

SI MPSON ( CONT' D)
Sonetinmes | wonder what the hell
was fighting for in the war. Cone
home and there's nore foreigners
here than over there.

LORNE
You sure get m serable, you know
t hat ?
EXT. MAIN STREET - DAY

As Matt hew wal ks, soneone steps in front of him

( CONTI NUED)
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TOVMY S| MPSON APPEARS

Stephanie's brother, 14, big for his age. A natural bully.
Tomry smles his w cked grin.

TOMW
Where's that noney you owe ne, hunky?
MATTHEW
| don't owe you anyt hing.
TOMW
"I don't owe you anything." Is that
right? Well, | say you owe ne twenty-

five cents each week. For protection

MATTHEW
| don't have any noney, Tommy.

Tonmy grabs Matthew s hand and pulls his thunb backwards.

TOVMMY
Guess |'m gonna have to persuade
you.

Mat t hew gri maces, waiting for the pain.

TOMW ( CONT' D)
Where's you fatso friend now, huh
See, you should never trust those
Jews, they stick together, just |ike
you hunkies. M/ dad says...

Tonmy stops - his eyes | ook beyond Matthew -- soneone is
approachi ng, unseen by Matthew -- Tommy |ets go and runs
of f.

Matthew turns slowy to face a tall shadow standing in
sunlight - alnost God-like. The figure noves - it's

Ni codenus.

NI CODEMUS
You okay?

Matt hew wi pes the tears -

MATTHEW
Yeah.

NI CODEMUS
That boy is trouble.

Matt hew isn't sure whether to be afraid or gl ad.

( CONTI NUED)
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MATTHEW
Th. . . t hanks.

Ni codenus starts to walk away --- Matthew gathers his courage --

MATTHEW ( CONT' D)
M. N codenus...

Ni codemus turns.

MATTHEW ( CONT' D)
Did. ...

Wrds aren't formng. Matthew struggles --

NI CODEMUS
Speak up boy.

MAT THEW
you see a flying saucer in your
d

Dd
e t oday?

fiel
NI CODEMUS

You boys keep away fromthe el evators,

you could get hurt.

He turns and wal ks away. Beyond himthe grain elevators
tower over Main Street

EXT. CEMETERY - NEAR SUNSET

A woodfranme Ukrainian CHURCH with a Byzantine-styl e, oni on-
shaped dome on top.

There are maybe fifty Ukrainian Catholic crosses in the smal
cenetery. One of themis for Matthew s father, Jacob. A
Cross has a sinple inscription, JACOB HUSAK and a caneo
phot ograph of Jacob, youthful in a mlitary uniform

Bapka is on her knees, praying. Elana is cutting away weeds
fromthe grave as Matthew hel ps. He glances at his Gene
Autry wistwatch - nearly 8pm

ELANA

You have sonmewhere el se to be?
MAT THEW

The show.
ELANA

You al ways go to the show. You don't
have to go tonight.

MATTHEW
But its a cowboy show.

( CONTI NUED)
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ELANA
It costs noney.

MATTHEW
|'ve got noney from ny birthday.

ELANA
When | was your age | didn't have
hal f the things you have now

Matthew s heard it all before - he changes the subject.

MAT THEW
Did you hear about the flying saucer
that | anded in Ni codenus's field.
(a beat)
Everybody was tal ki ng about it.
Even M. Sinpson.

ELANA
Can't we visit your father wthout
silly stories?

Mat t hew backs off - at |east the nopvie discussion has been
put on a back burner.

I NT. MOVI E THEATER - NI GHT

As SPACE MEN chase a man and worman in glorious black and
white on a big screen. It's a cheap 50's serial.

Mat t hew and Joel gobble a box of popcorn. Not far behind
themis Stephanie, sitting with her nother, KATHERI NE SI MPSON,
early thirties, classy-looking. Stephanie's watching Mtthew.
ON THE SCREEN

The evil spacenmen corner the good guys into a cave, firing
RAYGUNS that rip the cave apart.

Joel nudges Matthew. Matthew turns - Nicodenus is there, a
few rows behind, seemngly transfixed by the spacenen.

Joel nakes a funny face - but ©Matthew watches N codenus.
The screen freezes as a title appears: DON T M SS THE NEXT
EPI SOODE OF DEATH RAY FROM MARS!!  COM NG NEXT WEEK TO THI S
THEATER

Matt hew turns to see the screen, then back at N codenus.
He' s gone.

JOEL
They' Il get out.

( CONTI NUED)



Enperor rev 07/10/09 18.
CONT' Dt

MAT THEW
Maybe not .

JOEL
They al ways get out.

Joel notices Stephanie. He pokes Matthew.

JOEL ( CONT' D)
Your girlfriend s here.

Mat t hew turns, Stephanie waves to him Matthew | owers hinsel f
into the seat as THE BI G SCREEN Erupts in COLOR - SHANE
starring Alan Ladd. The two boys watch in silence. Matthew
is in another world, absorbing every inmage.

EXT. MOVI E THEATER - NI GHT

As the small crowd of townspeople filter out of the theater.
Mat t hew and Joel pass by posters of upcom ng features.

JOEL
| don't get it why Joey's nom want ed
Shane to hang around all the tine.

MATTHEW
' Cause he's a better gunfighter than
her husband.

JCEL
| think she liked him

MAT THEW
Shane doesn't care about nopns.

He realizes Joel is |ooking behind him and he turns slowy
to see Stephanie standi ng behind him

STEPHANI E
H Mitthew H Joel

MATTHEW
Unh... hi Stephanie.

STEPHANI E
Did you see the previews of the new
show with Natalie Wod?

JCEL
Yeah.

STEPHANI E
| think | look alot |like her, don't
you?

( CONTI NUED)
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MATTHEW
| don't know. Uh, we gotta go
St ephani e, Bye.

They wal k away as Stephanie's nother joins her.

MRS. S| MPSON
Al right, Stephanie, let's go hone.
You got to see your novie.

She notices Stephani e watching the boys | eave.
STEPHANI E

Mom why do boys act |like they don't
even think you're alive?

MRS. SI MPSON
W let themget away with too much.
STEPHANI E
What do you nean?
MRS. SI MPSON
You' || understand when you're ol der.
STEPHANI E
How come everytinme | ask you why,
you say |'Il understand when |'m

ol der?
Mot her and daughter wal k of f down the quiet street.
EXT. CRESCENT CAFE - NI GHT

M ss Major, out for a walk on the enpty main street, passes
by the cafe. She glances inside and decides to enter.

| NT. CRESCENT CAFE - NI GHT

M ss Major goes to Sam asks for a coffee. As she waits she
turns to see who's there. A couple of teens, sone farners -
and Ni codenus, alone in a booth, with a coffee.

For a nmonment, she considers going. But --

SAM
Cof f ee?

He hands her coffee, she pays and changes her m nd about
Ni codenus. She | eaves.

Unseen by M ss Major, N codenus has noticed her.



Enperor rev 07/10/09

EXT. HOTEL ROOF - N GHT

Mat t hew and Joel | ook at a SEARS CATALOG turned to the
wonen' s undergarnment section. Lots of pretty girls with
bras. They silently study each of themw th a flashlight.

JOEL
(poi nting)
Her or her.
MATTHEW

You gotta pick one.

JCEL
Her .

Mat t hew studies the girls with expertise --

MATTHEW
Her .
JOEL
You'd marry her?
MATTHEW
That's what | said.
JOEL
| think they all |ook the sane.
MATTHEW
Joel, look at her... she's beautiful.
JOEL
Looks Iike M ss Mjor.
MATTHEW
Does not.
JOEL

Does too. She's too old for you to
marry, anyway.

MATTHEW
When you get ol der, you catch up

JOEL
Nancy Carsen is ny age. She's not
the prettiest girl in school, but
she's always real nice to ne and
she's not too bad. 'Course you can
never tell about those things because
when peopl e grow up they change.
But | |ike her.

( CONTI NUED)
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MATTHEW
You' re supposed to | ove them
JOEL
VWhat's the difference?
MATTHEW
Love is a bigger deal. It kinda
hits you, |ike one day you're wal ki ng
along the street and you fall in
love. | think it's sorta like getting
punched.
JOEL

That's in the novies.

Mat t hew | eans back and | ooks up at the sky. Joel joins him
and they both gaze into the beginning of a starry night.

JOEL (CONT' D)
|'"d like to marry Nancy. But | don't
think I could. She's not Jew sh.

MATTHEW
That doesn't matter. dd M.
Kerpovitch married an I ndian | ady.

JCEL
It's different. You don't know what
it's like to be Jew sh.

MATTHEW
Sonetinmes | think everybody thinks
t hat nobody knows what it's like to
be them

JOEL
Yeah. Maybe.

Mat t hew focuses on sonmething far off. Joel notices him

JCOEL (CONT' D)
VWhat are you | ooking at?

Matthew i s | ooking at the grain el evators.

JOEL ( CONT' D)
VWhat is it?

MATTHEW

Let's go see what | anded on
Ni codenus' s fi el d.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOEL
Oh no. |I'mnot going there. MW
parents will kill ne.
MATTHEW

Ckay, if you're scared, you don't
have to go.

A dare - maybe a double dare. Joel's got few options.
EXT. NI CODEMUS' S PLACE - N GHT
Mat t hew | ooks around - only the yard light. Joel appears.

JOEL
Where's his dog?

MATTHEW
He'll be sleeping. He's old.

Mat t hew steps through the wire fence. Joel collects sone
courage, then follows. Both boys scranble towards the field.
Joel gl ances back at Ni codenus's pl ace.

JOEL
Let's | eave.

MAT THEW
W' re al npst there.

JOEL
| don't care, let's | eave.

Just then, a scuffle behind them- and a | ow grow .

JCEL ( CONT' D)
[t's him

Matthew isn't exactly brave either. He tries to see in the
dar k when suddenly - The dog BARKS.

JCEL ( CONT' D)
Run!

As the dog cones charging out of the field, both boys head
for the railway tracks as -- A BRI GHT LI GHT shines on them
It's Nicodemus with a flashlight.

The boys freeze.

NI CODEMUS
What are you boys doi ng here?
MATTHEW
Nothing... we... we're |lost.

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CODEMUS
You cone here.

JCEL
Run Matthew. .. run!

Both boys split up and tear off into the darkness.

NI CODEMUS
It's dangerous here at night.
sai d keep away!

Ni codenus crosses to an old ROCKI NG CHAIR on the porch of

his place. He sits down and picks up an old . 303 ENFI ELD
arny rifle and straddles it across his lap. Then he | ooks
upwards - to the night sky.

EXT. ROAD - NI GHT
Mat t hew st ops, catches his breath. Joel stops.

JOEL
Come on, let's go hone.

MATTHEW
Did you see, he was waiting for
sonet hi ng.

JOEL
| don't know. Let's go, okay?

MATTHEW
There is sonething there, Joel.

JOEL
| " m goi ng hone.

Joel starts wal king away as Matthew takes one | ast | ook at
the tall elevator against the night sky.

I NT. MATTHEW S ROOM -- NI GHT

Matthew s hand turns the radio dial, finding a distant station
pl aying rock and roll. The nusic carries us and we fade to -

EXT. MAIN STREET (DREAM - DAY

As Sam Wong opens his cafe as he's done for twenty years.
Suddenly a buzz alarns himand he | ooks around to see a
brilliant white light blinding him He steps backwards as
an ALIEN life-formenerges. Pure evil, dripping green slineg,
bl ood-filled eyeballs, tentacles that ooze filth and
destruction. And it's got TOMW' S FACE

( CONTI NUED)
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Sam Wwng is destroyed in a horrible way as Tommy the Alien
envel opes him Then -
M SS MAJOR

Standing in the street. Behind her, the town lies in waste,
bui | di ngs burni ng, spaceships flying over it. Everything
has a strange look to it, like a 50's novie with painted
backdrops. Tomy the alien starts for her when:

MATTHEW APPEARS:

He fires his toy gun with shots that bounce off Tommy until
he realizes that his gun only fires harm ess CAPS.

M ss Major screans for help, but to little avail.

Mat t hew doesn't know what to do. SUDDENLY a W ND conmes up
Even bl ow ng back Tommy the Alien. Mtthew turns in the
direction of the wi nd where:

NI CODEMUS STANDS,

Wth a strange gl ow around his head. N codenus wal ks t owards
Mat t hew, who shrinks back, afraid. Backing into the arns of
Tomry the Alien. Matthew kicks and screans, reaching for

Ni codemus' s hand.

CUT TO
I NT. MATTHEW S ROOM - NI GHT

He whirls around his bed, tangled in the sheets. A light
goes on and a figure grabs him Mtthew tries to fight back
as the strong arns subdue himand he awakes -

ELANA
Vat t hew. Matt hew! . ..

Matt hew cal ms8 down, realizes it was a dream

ELANA ( CONT' D)
VWhat was it?

MATTHEW
The Marti ans.

ELANA
There's no Martians here. Just us.
Now go to sleep. You have schoo
t onmor r ow.

Matt hew | eans back, a little cal ner. El ana strokes his hair
and ki sses himon the forehead.

( CONTI NUED)
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ELANA ( CONT' D)
Sl eep, Matt hew.

BAPKA
(1 n Ukrainian)
Leave him al one, El ana, he's no baby.

El ana smles at Matthew and | eaves. The |ight goes out.
Matthew is left in the darkness. Sonewhere in the distance,
t hunder cracks.

EXT. N CODEMUS PLACE - N GHT
The di stant thunder awakes Ni codermus on the porch. He | ooks

towards Thunder H Il as LIGHTNING illumnnates it. Dog
grow s.

NI CODEMUS
Easy, Dog... it's all right.
Not hi ng' s going to happen. Not yet.
You'l | know when.

Dog settles down, calnmer. But N codenus grips his rifle.
EXT. SCHOOLYARD - DAY

Joel is waiting near the gate as Matthew approaches.

JOEL
Did you hear?

MAT THEW
What ?

JOEL

Dol or es Ander son

MAT THEW
VWhat about her?

JOEL
Her nom saw a flying saucer.

MATTHEW
Don't kid nme today, okay?

JOEL
" m not ki ddi ng.

EXT. SCHOOLYARD - LATER
DOLORES ANDERSON, ten years old, pigtails, tells her story.

She's the daughter of Anderson, the man who saw sonething in
Ni codermus's field. Dolores knows how to hold an audi ence.

( CONTI NUED)
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DOLORES

So after nmy dad and | left to go to
school, nom was al one..

FLASHBACK
TO
ANDERSON' S W FE
In the kitchen washi ng di shes.
DOLORES (V. QO.) (CONT' D)
And so she was finishing the breakfast
di shes and heard a strange sound,
i ke a whine.
QUTSI DE ABOVE THE HOUSE
Sonmething is hurling down at blazing |ight speed.
DOLORES (V. Q) (CONT' D
She | ooked out the wi ndow but coul dn't
see anything. Wth nobody honme but
her, she was a little scared.
BACK TO SCENE
Everyone listens intently. Especially Matthew.
DOLORES (V. 0QO.) (CONT' D)
That's when it happened.
FLASHBACK
TO

ANDERSON' S W FE

Looki ng around her to see where the sound is comng from
Suddenly the CEI LI NG EXPLODES with the force of sonething
crashing through the roof, the rafters and the ceiling. It
CONTI NUES CRASHI NG thru the fl oor.

Then it's over. Si | ence. Ms. Anderson is frozen.
DOLORES (V. O ) (CONT' D)
So she stands there for a second and
then slowy wal ks over to the hole
in the fl oor.
BACK TO SCENE

MATTHEW
VWhat happened?

( CONTI NUED)
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DOLORES
|"mcomng to that Matthew.
(a pause for effect)
So then she noticed a funny snell
and snoke com ng fromthe floor

FLASHBACK
TO

ANDERSON' S W FE

Wal ks slowly to the hole in the floor. She |eans over and
| ooks down to the basenent where - a ROUND ROCK, the size of
a cannonbal I, gl ows red.

DOLORES (V. Q) (CONT' D)
It was a round ball with red |ight

comng fromit and was foam ng and
had a horrible snell.

BACK TO SCENE
A cute seven-year-old G RL is enthrall ed.

SEVEN- YEAR- OLD 3 RL
An then what happened?

FLASHBACK
TO

ANDERSON' S W FE

SCREAMS as | oud as she can and runs out the door. The canera
remains to | ook down at the METECRI TE again

DOLORES
She went to call ny dad.

Qohs and ahhs fromthe crowmd. Matthew shrugs.

MAT THEW

VWhat do you nean it had a red light?
DOLORES

It was alive, she said it was alive.
JOEL

That's a dopey story, Dol ores.
DOLORES

No it's not. | heard ny nomsay it

to nmy dad | ast night when they thought
| was in bed.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOEL
She was just dreaming it.
DOLORES
You can say what you want. | don't

care. It's true

and | know it.

MATTHEW
How do you know it's true?

DOLORES
Because | saw a whol e bunch of grown-

ups at Ni codenus’

s this norning and

t hey were wal king through his field.

JOEL
So?

DOLORES

So you know what
don't you?

JOEL

happened t here,

He didn't see nothing.

DOLORES

A flying saucer |
dad said so.

anded there. W

Mat t hew | ooks towards the grain elevators as the bell rings
and kids head for the doors. He's not follow ng them

JOEL

Matt hew. Wiere're you goi ng?

But Matthew s not answering as he runs down the street.

JCEL

( CONT' D)

You're gonna be late. You're gonna
get in trouble, big trouble.

Matt hew s al ready hal f way down the street.

EXT. N CODEMUS' S PLACE -

DAY

Mat t hew | ooks for any sign of N codenmus. Dog approaches,
Mat t hew stiffens, scared.

Mat t hew.

Dog grow s then cones up and sniffs

MATTHEW

VWhat's out there,
t her e?

boy, huh, what's

( CONTI NUED)
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As if to answer, the dog stares out in the field. WMatthew
follows his | ook where N codenus noves in the waist-high
wheat .

Mat t hew doesn't know what to do. He |ooks up at a | adder
| eani ng agai nst Ni codenus's house.

AT THE LADDER

The agi ng | adder creaks under his weight as he clinbs to the
roof. He steps softly on the angled old roof and wal ks to
the top. He nears the peak and slowy rises to | ook over
the other side. There he sees --

THE FI ELD

Perfectly normal except for one perfectly round Cl RCLE, cut
into the wheat. It's about thirty feet in dianeter and | ooks
like a coffee cup ring on a table, except on a huge scal e

and burned and charred at the edges.

Matt hew can't believe it.

NI CODEMUS
You! Boy! Get down!

Mat t hew snaps back, sees N codenus com ng towards him

MATTHEW
Ch damm.

He takes a step down as a sickening CRACK rips through the
air. Wod splinters and breaks under himas he FALLS through
the roof. H's world turns to stars, sunglare and bl ackness.

I NT. NI CODEMUS' S PLACE - LATER

Mat t hew regai ns consci ousness. Lying on his back, he | ooks
up and renenbers where he is.

NI CODEMUS (O. S.)
You okay?

Ni codenmus stands over him Mtthew has a few scratches, a
coupl e of bruises and aches. But nothing seens really wong.

MATTHEW
| think so.

NI CODEMUS
Vell, you nmade one big hole in ny
r oof .

MATTHEW

|"msorry, sir.

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CODEMUS
Sorry won't fix it. House is way
too old anyways. Didn't help for
you to go clinbing where you
shoul dn't. You oughtta know better.

Mat t hew gets up slowy as N codenus hel ps himstand upright.

He | ooks

Ni codemnus

Ni codemnus

MATTHEW
" m sorry.
NI CODEMUS
You should be, | have to repair that
now.
MATTHEW

VWhat made the circl es?

NI CODEMUS
You best go now.

MATTHEW
It was a flying saucer, wasn't it?

at Matthew - alnost |ike he's hiding sonething.

MATTHEW ( CONT' D)
Are they going to cone back?

NI CODEMUS
Not hi ng was here.
MATTHEW
| just want to see. | won't ask

about it anynore. Just let ne see
what's there.

realizes Matthew won't let up
MATTHEW ( CONT' D)

You gotta. |'mgonna cone back again

if you don't let nme, |I'mgonna cone

back agai n and agai n.

studi es the boy -

EXT. NICODEMUS' S FI ELD - DAY

St andi ng
around.

in the mddle of the big circle, Mtthew | ooks
He's in awe. Up close, the circles are nore

I npr essi ve.

MATTHEW
VWhat is it?

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CODEMUS
They said it was the wind, or
el ectricity spinning around.. or
cows walking in a circle.
Mat t hew t ouches the burned wheat.

MAT THEW
What do you think?

Ni codemus is thinking but he isn't ready to tal k about it.

NI CODEMUS
| think you should be at school.

Mat t hew suddenly renenbers and | ooks at his watch.

MAT THEW
School .

NI CODEMUS
School .

EXT. SCHOOLYARD - DAY

Matt hew runs to the school door but finds it | ocked. Paul ,
from cl ass, bounces a ball off the wall.

PAUL
It's closed. Had a flood in the
basenent.
(beat)

M ss Maj or was aski ng where you were,
Matthew. You're in trouble.

EXT. JENKI NS HOUSE - DAY

Mat t hew wal ks towards the door. You get the feeling he's
going to his own execution. Wen he reaches the door he
thinks it over - then knocks. After a beat, the door opens.
MRS. JENKI NS appears.

INT. MSS MAIJOR S FLAT - DAY

The place is snmall but cheerful, a sofa at one end, a kitchen
table and chairs and a bookshelf. Towards one side a snaller
roomthat serves as the bedroom

M ss Major's hanging up a print of a French inpressionist,
Cezanne's The Card Players. Ms. Jenkins appears at the
door, with Matthew behind her.

MRS. JENKI NS
M ss Major. You have a visitor.

( CONTI NUED)
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She's in jeans and sweatshirt and her hair is tied back in a
ponytail. He's never seen her like this - normal -1 ooking.

M SS MAJOR

Matthew. This is a surprise.

MATTHEW
... I"'msorry | wasn't at schoo
t oday, M ss Mjjor.

She | ooks at him standing bravely in front of her, afraid.

M SS MAJOR
You can help me with this thing.

Ms. Jenkins | eaves, and Matthew slowy steps inside.

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
There's sone tacks in the drawer.

He | ooks at her as he wal ks towards the drawer.

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
M's. Jenkins said she doesn't m nd
putting a few tacks into these old
wal | s, especially for sonething so
pretty, don't you think?

Mat t hew opens the top drawer revealing underwear, folded
neatly.

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
Did you find thenf

Mat t hew gi ngerly gropes around for the tacks. An odd pl ace
for them but - who knows.

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
|"msorry, on top. Second drawer.

Mat t hew cl oses the first drawer and | ooks on top. There's a
little jar of tacks, nails, etc.

MATTHEW
| got them

He brings sone tacks to her.

M SS MAJOR
You can pin the corners.

Mat t hew has to go under her arms to reach the other corners.
Brushi ng agai nst her just enough to feel the touch.

( CONTI NUED)
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M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
It's a French inpressionist painting.
Well, not really a painting but a
print of it. Soneday I'Il go to
Paris to see the real one.

Mat t hew puts the final pin in.

MAT THEW
| saw a novi e about Paris once.

M SS MAJOR
After | graduated from Teacher's
Col l ege | was supposed to go.., but
things didn't allowit, I"msorry to
say.

MAT THEW

Why are you sorry?

M SS MAJOR
It's a figure of speech, Matthew, |
meant it would have been ny only big
adventure, but it didn't happen, you
know, smalltown girl, small town

life.
MATTHEW
| don't know anybody who went to
France.
M SS MAJOR
Well, it's very real. Maybe you'l

have your chance to see it soneday.

MAT THEW
Maybe you'll go soneday. It's not
as far away as the Mars.

Mss Major smles, turns to sonmething a little nore serious.

M SS MAJOR
Were were you today, Matthew?

The npbnent of truth:

MATTHEW
VWell, Nicodenus, uh, M. Johnson, he
ki nda watches the grain el evators.
He's got this wheat field right behind
them and. . .

Hi s name brings a reaction fromMss Mijor as she conceals
any interest --
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MATTHEW ( CONT' D)
Sonmething was there. It left big
circles right in his field and there
were marks |i ke froma huge flying
saucer.
(beat)
Real | y.

M SS MAJOR

Matthew, | think there's a |ot of

t hings we don't know about, but |
don't think there's Martians hangi ng
around Enpire... or anywhere el se.

(beat)

You m ssed sone assignnents. | can
give themto you now.

MATTHEW
['l]l do them Honest .

M SS MAJOR

You're my responsibility during the
school day Matthew. | didn't know
where you were and | was concer ned
about you. | had to call your nother.

(beat)
This flying saucer thing, well, you'd
do better to think about real things,
i ke school .

(beat)
And you shoul dn't be bothering M.
Johnson.

Properly puni shed, Matthew shrugs. It was painless.

MAT THEW
Yes, M ss Major.

For a brief second a few strands of hair fall in her face

and she wi pes them back with her hand. Matthew glories in
this personal nmonment with her.

EXT. MAIN STREET - N GHT

A qui et week night. Several cars parked along the street,
mostly in front of the cafe and hotel.

| NT. HOTEL - N GHT
Mat t hew makes his way up the stairs to the second fl oor
hal |l way. To one side, the hotel roons, to the other a living

space made from several of the roons. Matthew passes the
[iving roomwhere MRS. BERNSTEI N reads a book
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MAT THEW
|s Joel here?

MRS. BERNSTEI N
Joel is with his father on the roof.
(off his I ook)
Go, have a | ook.

Matt hew s al ready on his way.

MRS. BERNSTEI N ( CONT' D)
Be careful of the | adder, Matthew

A slamm ng door tells her he never heard the words.
EXT. FI RE ESCAPE - EVEN NG

Matt hew clinbs the nmetal |adder up to the flat roof.
EXT. HOTEL ROOF - EVEN NG

Up here, the sky is still a warm orange. WMatthew spots MR
BERNSTEI N and Joel as they grapple with a netal TV ANTENNA.

JOEL
Matt hew. Cone here, quick.

Matt hew joins themas they attenpt to raise the antenna.

JOEL (CONT' D)
The TV cane this afternoon. R ght
fromthe catal ogue.

M. Bernstein tries to balance the antenna. He's md-forties,
gl asses, a soft-spoken man.

BERNSTEI N
As long as you're here, Matthew, you
can hel p us.

MAT THEW
Sure. Is it gonna be on soon?

JOEL
We have to connect the antenna first.
That's how it works. The TV s an
RCA Victor and it cost three hundred
and ni ne doll ars.

They hold the antenna up as Bernstein bolts in the base.

MATTHEW
Can | stay to watch it?
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BERNSTEI N
| suppose you can. But only

until nine. You can watch Phi
Silvers and Watt Earp.

36.

Bernstein finishes the bolts. They all stand back and
he pushes it several tinmes. It seens to be solid.

BERNSTEI N ( CONT' D)

Now, you boys can go downstairs and

get

ready to turn it on.

and Matthew start to run back to the fire escape.

BERNSTEI N ( CONT' D)

BOYS! Wwal k, please. Don't run.
don't want anyone falling off the
r oof .

They begin to wal k. Behind them the prairie sky is abl aze
wi th evening color but they're totally oblivious to it.

JOEL

M ss Major called your nom Did you
get the strap?

MAT THEW
No.
JOEL
VWhat are you going to tell Mss Mjor
t onor r ow?
MAT THEW
| tal ked to her already.
JOEL
Where'd you see her?
MAT THEW
At her pl ace.
JOEL
Her pl ace?
MAT THEW
Yeah, | hel ped her put up sone
pi ctures.
JOEL
Ww | never went to see a teacher

at their place. Wlat's it ook |ike?

MATTHEW

Li ke anypl ace. She's been to France.
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JOEL
Does this nmean you don't have to do
homewor k anynor e?

MAT THEW
Don't be dunb. W're just friends,
is all.

They reach the fire escape.

JOEL
Ww. A TV set and a guy who's friends
wth a teacher. Wat a day.

Joel clinbs down the fire escape. WMatthew pauses for a nonent
and | ooks around. Not far away, he can see a light in Mss
Major's room Then he turns to -

NI CODEMUS' S PLACE

Beyond the buildings, there's still enough daylight to see
the field. WMatthew clinbs down.

EXT. NICODEMUS' S FI ELD -- N GHT

Ni codenus wal ks through the crop circle and stops. Dog is
nearby. Stars are com ng out above as night falls. N codenus
scans the vastness of space until -

Dog grows. Nicodenmus | ooks around - no sign of anybody or
anything. The grow turns to a whine... as he pushes into
Ni codenus for safety.

NI CODEMUS
| swear you're the scaredest dog
ever saw. ..

Then - a crackling sound. Followed by electrical static.

Ni codenmus | ooks towards the el evator where power |ines begin
to buzz and inpul ses of static electricity spark off the
lines.

Lines of static ARC fromthe wires to the top of the el evator.
NI CODEMUS ( CONT' D)
|"ve seen this, Dog. |'ve seen this
before...
| NT. HOTEL LOBBY - NI GHT

As a snowy television screen is turned on to the opening
t heme of WYATT EARP. The picture is snowy, but watchabl e.

Mat t hew and Joel have staked their territory for view ng.
Behi nd them a small audi ence has gat hered.
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M. and Ms. Bernstein, MSS EVANS, 60's, MR JESSUP, and
REVEREND PHI LLI PS.

JESSUP
The picture is very good, isn't it.

MRS. BERNSTEI N
It's an RCA Victor.

M SS EVANS
It's alnost as clear as ny brother-
in-law s set. He's got a Mdtorol a.

Mat t hew and Joel are lost in the magic of the inmages being
flashed in front of themin spite of the poor quality.

REVEREND
It's just a little snowy.

JESSUP
Maybe t he antenna needs an adj ustnent.

BERNSTEI N
['Il do it tonorrow.

REVEREND
That should fix it.

M SS EVANS
My brother-in-law had a little trouble
at first, too.

Just then, the door sw ngs open and N codenmus enters the
| obby. He looks |like a man on a m ssion.

NI CODEMUS
| need to find Sinpson. | need
supplies. He's not at his store or

house.
Ni codemus stands in front of the TV.

REVEREND
Real ly, M. Johnson, we're watching
tel evi si on.

Ni codemus turns to |l ook at the television but it doesn't
interest him

BERNSTEI N
He's not here, M. Johnson. He m ght
have gone to Swan River, he has a
sister there. What's the probl en?
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NI CODEMUS
You don't understand, | need supplies.
There's no tine to waste.

BERNSTEI N
Surely it can wait until tonorrow.
Sit down, watch our television.

NI CODEMUS
There's no ti nel

They sit quietly, looking at him reacting unconfortably.

JESSUP
What about them crop circles out
there, N codenus, you make 'enf?

Ni codenmus di sm sses Jessup with a | ook. But he begins to
realize he's too loud, and they already think he's crazy.
He sees Matthew | ooking at him al nost enbarrassed.

NI CODEMUS
... | apologize, it's... | need to
find M. Sinpson... | apologize for
i

ntrudi ng upon all of you.

Ni codenmus gi ves Matthew an acknow edgnent before he turns
and wal ks out. Wen he's gone there's silence for a beat --

M SS EVANS
It's terrible, that man shoul d be
ashamed to behave |i ke that.

BERNSTEI N
He's a little confused, Ms. WI son,
it happens.

JESSUP

What about them other flying saucer
sightings goin' on all around the
country. Saw it in the paper
yesterday. They don't print lies in
t he paper.

REVEREND
| f God had nade bei ngs on ot her
pl anets, he would have revealed it
tous in the Bible. And last tine |
| ooked, there was nothing in it about
spacenmen.

M SS EVANS
He's an odd nan no matter what you
think. Says he was in the war.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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M SS EVANS ( CONT' D)
He just shows up, says he lived on
Thunder Hill, but folks left there
| ong before the war. He's not one
of us, either, | never see himin
chur ch.

BERNSTEI N
God is many things to many peopl e.
M. Johnson is a lonely nan. Maybe
he needs our understandi ng.

JESSUP
Coul da been the war, | know sone
ot hers who were never the same after
conbat .

BERNSTEI N

Pl ease, let's watch some nore
television. Phil Silvers is comng
after this.

EXT. MAIN STREET - N GHT

Ni codenus | ooks through the w ndow of Sinpson's store.
Finally he gives up and turns to | ook at the el evators.
They're dark and om nous. Silent sentinels waiting.

Ni codenmus starts to wal k down the |onely street by hinself.
EXT. SCHOCOLYARD - MORNI NG

As bells ring, signaling another day at school.

| NT. GRADE 6 ROOM - MORNI NG

St ephani e passes around small envel opes to everyone in { ass,
endi ng at Matthew s desk. She takes her place.

Matt hew reluctantly opens the envelope. It's an invitation
to her Hall oween party on October 31st fromtw to four pm
Witten on his invitation - "Looking forward to your

presence", Love, Stephanie", with a few Xs and Os for good
nmeasur e.

M SS MAJOR
Now t hat you've all the opportunity
to read your notes, | want to say

that | think it's a |ovely and
considerate invitation on the part

of Stephanie and her nother and |'ve
recei ved permssion fromthe principa
for all of us to attend during school
hour s.

The class likes this idea. Very nuch.

( CONTI NUED)



Enperor rev 07/10/09 41.
CONT' Dt

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
Thank you for very nuch for the
invitation, Stephanie, and |I'm pl eased
to be included in your affair. d ass,
pl ease show your appreciation.

CLASS
(1 n broken unison)
Thank you, Stephani e.

St ephani e beans.

STEPHANI E
We' Il be having finger sandw ches
and Freshi e and chocol ate cake, M ss
Major. My nomand | are making
ever yt hi ng.

Sonme of the boys put their hands in their nmouth to gag.

M SS MAJOR
We're all looking forward to it.
And |'ve got a special little project
for the class that | think you'l

enj oy.
Groans fromthe Class - assignnent? But it's a party.

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
|"msure all of you renenber Matthew s
current event a few days ago. Well,
it seens everyone's got an idea about
this Enperor of Mars thing. So |
t hought . ..

Mat t hew perks up

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
Each of you can show us what you
think the Enperor of Mars | ooks |ike.
You can draw a picture of him

A buzz of excitenment runs through the kids. Matthew reacts
with some coolness. doria puts her hand up

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)

dori a.
GLORI A
M ss Major. Exactly how shoul d he
| ook?
M SS MAJOR
Use your i nmagination.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
That's what this is about, we'll all
see what our inmaginations can conme
up wth.
PAUL

How about if they look like Goria?

The guys guffaw and G oria gives Paul a |ook that's nade of
pure ice - and certain death after school

M SS MAJOR
Al right, that's enough. The best
drawing will appear in the newspaper,
along with a five dollar prize.

The stakes have been raised. Now it's conpetition. Matthew
is silent throughout. He's not sure about this.

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
Matt hew. We're expecting sonething
really special fromyou, after all
it's your story.

Matthew tries to offer a smle, but it's pretty thin.
EXT. MAIN STREET - DAY
Mat t hew and Joel wal k al ong the street.

JOEL
Boy, everybody's tal king about the
Man from Mars now. Whnder if he's
gonna bring kids?

MATTHEW
It's not funny, Joel.

JOEL
Wiy not? He's sorta like relatives
fromout of town. Just further away.

Mat t hew i sn't | aughi ng.
MATTHEW
Joel, he's comng to tell us secrets
of the universe.

JCEL
Yeah, |ike what?

MATTHEW
Li ke what happens to us.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOEL
What's that supposed t' nean?

MAT THEW
Li ke after we die.

That stops Joel in his tracks. He |ooks at Matthew.

JOEL
You t hink some dunb spacenen who
isn't even real, is gonna tell you
about dying?

MATTHEW
He is real. N codenmus knows sonet hing
about it too. It's got to do with
the circles in his field.

JOEL
You' re as dopey as N codenus.

The tensions rise, both boys step back.

MATTHEW
Am not !

JOEL
Are too.

MATTHEW

He's not dunb. He's a soldier and
he was in the war, and he's ny friend.

JOEL
You know what they say, he cane back
fromfighting the war and that nade
hi m ki nda dopey. Like you.

Joel circles his finger around his head.

MATTHEW
What do you know, you're a fatso.

That hits home. Joel takes a POKE at WMatt hew.

JOEL
You' re a dunb hunky.

A few swi ngs go nowhere as both boys jostle each other.
Finally Matthew connects - Joel steps back, feels his jaw

MATTHEW
" m not a dunb hunky!

( CONTI NUED)



Enperor rev 07/10/09 44,
CONT' Dt

JOEL
You're just trying to nmake Ni codenus
your dad because your dad never cane
back.

Matt hew can't find words. Joel, realizing he's gone too
far, figures the best thing is to | eave. Now. He runs away.

MATTHEW
| "' m not maki ng anybody ny dad!

Matt hew feels angry - but that turns to a bad feeling quickly
as he notices Ni codenmus's old truck, parked at Sinpson's
store.

EXT. SI MPSON S HARDWARE - DAY

Matt hew runs to the store and | ooks inside. Through the
w ndow he sees Sinpson talking to N codenmus at the counter.

I NT. SI MPSON' S HARDWARE - DAY

Si npson hands over a long roll of electrical wiring. The
store regulars watch quietly as Matthew enters, unseen.

SI MPSON
Repairing the el evators, huh.

Ni codenus doesn't answer as he counts out his noney - to the
dinme. Sinpson glances down at the noney - then at N codenus.

SI MPSON ( CONT' D)
| say, you rew ring sonething?

Ni codenus pushes the noney to Sinpson.

SI MPSON ( CONT' D)
Sonmethin' to do with themcrop
circles, maybe?

Ni codemus checks the w ring.
SI MPSON ( CONT' D)
We got electrical code restrictions
here, you just make sure you don't
viol ate them understand?

Ni codenus lifts the wiring and | eaves, passing by Matthew on
the way out, glancing sideways at himbefore he | eaves.

SI MPSON ( CONT' D)
Hey, Kid.

Mat t hew t ur ns:

( CONTI NUED)
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SI MPSON ( CONT' D)
What's your friend there up to?

MATTHEW
Don't know.
SI MPSON
You don't, huh, well, you tell him

" m keeping my eye on him

Matthew, a little afraid of Sinpson, nods nervously and
| eaves.

EXT. SI MPSON S HARDWARE - DAY

Matt hew steps out just in time to see N codenus drive off
towards the elevators. He |eaps on his bike and races off.

EXT. NICODEMUS' S FI ELD - DAY

Ni codenmus drops the | oad of electrical wiring near the crop
circle. He notices Matthew arriving on his bike.

Matt hew sits down on the grass, watching N codermus hanmer
stakes into the wheat field in a line leading to the el evator.

Everytinme he | ooks up, Matthew is sitting closer. N codenus
doesn't bother chasing himthis tine.

| NT. MATTHEW S PLACE - N GHT

Matt hew s finishing dinner. He has a book near his plate,
readi ng and eating quickly. Elana notices.

ELANA
Matt hew, can't you just eat? And
sl ow y?

Mat t hew | ooks up, realizes they' re watching him

MATTHEW
Ni codenmus i s buil ding sonething on
his field.
ELANA
VWhatever it is, it's his business.
MATTHEW
Do you renenber the ghost town on
Thunder Hill. Did you ever see it?

El ana takes a beat - a nenory --
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ELANA
| was there once. Wth your father.
It was when... when we were both

sixteen. He wanted to explore it, |
was scared but he wasn't.

(beat)
There wasn't nuch there.

MATTHEW
Everyone says the town canme out of
the ground |ike magic and that the
peopl e who lived there were spirits
and when it was tinme, they went back
under the earth

ELANA
The people left, that's all.
MATTHEW
He doesn't have any famly or
anything. | think sonetines he just

wants soneone to talk to

EL ANA
M. Johnson had a hard life, | think.
Not |ike your novie shows.

MATTHEW
In school they tell us we can becone
anyt hing, doctors, |awers, fanous
actors.

ELANA
That's not for ordinary people.
MAT THEW
Wiy are we ordinary? Ws dad
ordi nary?
(beat)

Wiy did he go to war?

ELANA
He said it was the right thing.

MAT THEW
| don't renenmber hi m nuch.

ELANA
He was |i ke you, he liked the novie
shows. Once he took ne, but it was
fool i shness, people pretending to be
other people. | didn't like the
novi es.

A menory cones back and she drifts away --

( CONTI NUED)
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ELANA ( CONT' D)
He |iked them though.

EXT. NI CODEMJS' S PLACE - DUSK

Mat t hew s hand knocks on the door. There's a pause, he knocks
again. The door opens and N codenus peers out, suspicious.

Mat t hew stands there hol ding sonething in wax paper.

MATTHEW
| brought you sonme cake.

Ni codenus is surprised - not sure what to do next.

NI CODEMUS
| don't want any.

MAT THEW
It's good, ny nommade it, it was
for me, | thought you'd want sone.

NI CODEMUS
Wiy do you bother ne, boy? | got
work to do.

MAT THEW
Because | believe you. | want to
see himas nuch as you do.

NI CODEMUS
Who?

MAT THEW

The Enperor of Mars.
Ni codenus studies the boy - realizes he's not |eaving.
EXT. EMPI RE - DUSK

Looki ng dowmn fromthe elevators. The sun is blood red, the
sky a pillow of deep purples and bl ues.

EXT. NICODEMJUS S FI ELD - EVEN NG

Ni codenus uses a scythe to cut a path through the wheat field
gui ded by the wooden stakes that | ead towards the el evators.
Mat t hew st acks the cut wheat as he goes.

Ni codenus stops and pours a cup of coffee from a thernos,
| ooks at Matthew, hands himthe cup and takes anot her cup.

They eat the cake. Two working nen taking a break.

( CONTI NUED)
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MATTHEW
The way you're going, you' re not
gonna have nuch of a field left.
NI CODEMUS
Nobody's gonna mi ss a few bushel s of
wheat. It's |late, you go hone now.
MATTHEW
| can stay.
NI CODEMUS
It's dark, your nother will be
wor ri ed.
MATTHEW
"1l be back. Tonorrow?
A beat --

NI CODEMUS
Tonorrow t hen.

MVat t hew beans. He wal ks to his bike and clinbs on -

MATTHEW
There's nore cake.

Ni codenmus smles as Matthew turns and rides away. Wien he's
gone, Ni codenus's snmle fades as he | ooks at his handi work.

EXT. MOVI E THEATER - EVEN NG

THE BAD SEED pl aying tonight. A handwitten |abel on the
poster reads ADULT! WMatthew | ooks at it then wal ks around
t he side.

At the rear EXIT door, Matthew sits down and listens to the
movie inside. He closes his eyes, inmagining the novie.

EXT. MOVI E THEATER - EVEN NG ( LATER)

As several patrons file out - the show s over

Then she appears. Mss Major. She doesn't see himas she
exits and heads down the street alone. Matthew waits til
she's out of sight, then he gets his bike and foll ows.

EXT. CRESCENT CAFE - NI GHT

Mat t hew comes around the corner - the street is enpty. But
there are a few trucks at the cafe and the neon sign is on.
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| NT. CRESCENT CAFE - NI GHT

Sam brings Mss Major a coffee. She |ooks over to see
Ni codenus at the sanme booth again. This tinme, she decides --
and wal ks over to him--

M SS MAJOR
M . Johnson.

Ni codenus | ooks up.

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
I"'mMss Major, |'m Matthew s teacher.
| was wondering if | could talk to
you for a mnute.

Ni codenus studies her - she could be an angel if this wasn't
Enpire.

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
Mat t hew says he's been at your pl ace.
He's got this silly idea about the
Enperor of Mars and..

NI CODEMUS
Why are you asking nme about the boy?
M SS MAJOR
uh, well, he seens to be strongly

| .
i nfl uenced by you, his father was
killed in the war.

NI CODEMUS
Alot of nmen were killed in the war.

M SS MAJOR
Nobody seens to agree on you, M.
Johnson. Sonme say you lived in that
town on Thunder Hi ||, others say you
never |ived here.

NI CODEMUS
Most peopl e don't know nuch about
you, either.

There is definitely sonmething between them even Sam noti ces.

M SS MAJOR
"' m from Wadena, one hundred and si x
mles south of Enpire. | guess we're

both strangers here. Quess that's
why | canme over. Even small towns
can be hard to get into, at first.
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EXT. CRESCENT CAFE - NI GHT

Mat t hew | ooks through the wi ndow, first seeing N codenus,
then Mss Major. She seens not a teacher now, but sonething
else - a woman. He doesn't like it.

| NT. CRESCENT CAFE - NI GHT

M SS MAJOR
Can | ask you sonet hi ng?

NI CODEMUS
What ?

M SS MAJOR

Did you make it to Paris, | mean,
did you see it?

NI CODEMUS
| saw Paris towards the end.

M SS MAJOR
VWhat was it |ike?

NI CODEMUS
ad. People on the streets and at
cafes, nuseuns, big churches.

M SS MAJOR
Not |i ke here, | guess.

NI CODEMUS
Hone i s hone.

M SS MAJOR
It nust have been beautiful.

A beat as he renenbers --

NI CODEMUS
It was. Li ke nowhere el se on earth

EXT. CRESCENT CAFE - NI GHT

Matt hew feels hurt, takes one |ast |ook, then rides away.
He stops for a nonent, then rides off towards the el evators.

| NT. CRESCENT CAFE - NI GHT
Ni codermus finishes his coffee. There's an awkward nonent.

NI CODEMJS/ M SS MAJOR

The nmobnent is broken -

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CODEMUS
| have to go.
M SS MAJOR
Maybe we can... have a coffee again

sonetime? Two strangers?

NI CODEMUS
That woul d be okay.

He's as awkward as she is, and turns to | eave, knocking into
the hat rack, deftly correcting hinself.

EXT. ELEVATORS - N GHT

Matt hew rides quietly, his heart broken. He passes by
Ni codenus's house and hears sonething. He stops. A groan
cones fromthe shadows.

Matt hew turns slowy, not sure of what to do. A SILVER SHAPE
floats toward him Maybe a bed sheet on a clothesline --

A SI LVER FI GURE

Wth silvery arns that spark at the ends -nove slowy towards
him ANOTHER SI LVER FI GURE cones towards him al so.

Mat t hew trenbl es, but sonething stronger keeps him here.

MATTHEW
He... hello.

They don't answer.
MATTHEW ( CONT' D)

|'m Matt hew, uh, welcome to Earth..
uh, sir...

The silver figures swoop past him knocking hi m down.
ALl EN FI GURE
(through a tin can)
Where's ny noney, Earth child?
There's sonet hing vaguely fam liar about the echo-I|ike voice.
ALI EN FI GURE ( CONT' D)
G ve ne ny noney or you wll be
bl asted i nto space!

The speaking alien's hand sparks sputter out and a spent
SPARKLER falls as Matthew realizes what's happeni ng.

MATTHEW
Tonmy.
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The two aliens |augh hysterically as the second one grabs
Matthew and lifts himto his feet, holding himtightly.

ALl EN
Earth child, give us noney!

Mat t hew struggles to get out of the second alien's grip,

pulling off some of his "skin" - tin foil.
MATTHEW
LET ME GO
TOVW

What are you gonna do, baby? Cry!

Mat t hew suddenly plows his fist into Tommy, catching him by
surprise and knocking himdown. Matthew realizes he's dead
for sure. He tries to run but, |ike a bad dream he can't
seemto get noving.

Just as Tommy and his pal are about to pounce on Matthew --

NI CODEMUS (O. S.)
What's goi ng on here!

Tonmmy and his pal freeze, turning to see N codenus.

NI CODEMUS ( CONT' D)
Don't you two have better things to
do than scare kids younger than you

The two bullies run off into the dark.

NI CODEMUS ( CONT' D)
Are you okay?

MATTHEW
Yeah. Thanks.
(enbarrassed)
Agai n.

NI CODEMUS
| swear you and that Tommy seemto
be nortal enem es.

Matt hew wi pes a tear fromhis eye, tries to hide it.
NI CODEMUS ( CONT' D)
It's okay. Tears are okay. |'ve
seen brave soldiers cry where | was.
Matthew smles a little --

MAT THEW
| could use a coffee.
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I NT. NI CODEMUS' S PLACE - N GHT

Basi c necessities. A table, two chairs and wood stove.
There's a recycled trunk, a rocking chair, a desk that keeps
the el evator records. A bookcase with a dozen books including
1984, War of the Wrlds, a few other classics. Matthew | ooks
at two franmed PHOTOGRAPHS on the trunk. One has a younger

Ni codenus with several nen, all in WM1 uniforms. Another

is of a beautiful young woman, standing in front of a cafe
cal |l ed THUNDER HI LL CAFE

Ni codenus has two cups of coffee. Hands one to Matthew

NI CODEMUS
Watch it, it's hot.

MATTHEW
| really thought they were real
spacenen. | can't believe it, |
fell for it, like a grade One.

Everybody' s gonna know t onorr ow.

NI CODEMUS
Worse things can happen to a man
than getting | aughed at.

Mat t hew gl ances at the phot ographs.
NI CODEMUS ( CONT' D)
Me on the left there. Andy and Honer
and Jacki e.

Mat t hew | ooks at the woman. N codenus's expression changes.

MAT THEW
Who' s she?
NI CODEMUS
That's nmy Mary.
MAT THEW
| s she dead?
NI CODEMUS
You don't waste nuch tine, do you
boy?
MAT THEW

What t ya mean?
NI CODEMUS

Sone things, you should work up to,
don't just ask themout right.
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MATTHEW
Why not ?
NI CODEMUS
Because you don't.
MATTHEW
My dad di ed, everyone in town knows
that. | don't m nd.

Ni codenus noves away from the phot ographs.

MATTHEW ( CONT' D)
Do you pray alot?

NI CODEMUS
Boy, you ask a | ot of questions.

MATTHEW
My nanme's Matthew. Just asked because
my bapka prays all the tine, nmom
says the ol der you are the nore people
you got to pray for.
(a beat)
So?

NI CODEMUS
So what!

MATTHEW
Do you pray alot?

NI CODEMUS
Praying's for those who choose to
bel i eve praying hel ps. Sonme fol ks
figure other things help.

MATTHEW
Li ke what ?

NI CODEMUS
Don't you | earn anything at school ?

MATTHEW
Not about praying.

NI CODEMUS
Boy, drink your coffee.

EXT. N CODEMUS' S PLACE - N GHT

Ni codenus wat ches as Matt hew gets his bike.

( CONTI NUED)
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MATTHEW
| sure liked working with you.
can cone again, tonorrow...

NI CODEMUS
You ask your nomma. ..
(beat)
An' if you're gonna hang around, you
call nme N codermus. M. Johnson nakes
me feel old.

Mat t hew gets on his bike on rides honme. N codenus watches
till Matthew di sappears. Then he | ooks back at the field.

EXT. SCHOOLYARD - MORNI NG

The alien foil is wapped around a dummy hanging froma tree.
A sign around it's neck reads: "MATTHEW" Matthew passes by
it as a handful of kids whisper as they watch him go by.

Joel stands near the door.

JOEL
Tommy told everybody. Did you really
think it was spacenen? Well, didya?
MATTHEW

| got work to do.
| NT. GRADE 6 ROOM - MORNI NG

Mat t hew wal ks in | ooking |like he doesn't have a friend in
the world. M ss Major sees him- she's heard about it too.

M SS MAJOR
Good norning, Mtthew.

He | ooks at her, not forgetting her betrayal |ast night.

MATTHEW
(col d)
Good nor ni ng.

Mat t hew begi ns taking the brushes and chal k out.

M SS MAJOR
Mat t hew.

She approaches with a book. French inpressionist painters.
M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
| thought you mght like to read

this. 1It's not as boring as it | ooks.
There's | ots of pictures.
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MAT THEW
Yeah, sure..

He sets it down and returns to his job, turning his back to
her. She notices, but unsure what it's about.

| NT. GRADE 6 ROOM - LATER
The class sits, hands in position.

M SS MAJOR
Bef ore we begin our classes, | want
to talk to you about sonethi ng.

Mat t hew | ooks up at her. Stephanie smles.

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
There's a nmean story goi ng around
about last night. It was a very
cruel joke that could have been
i ntended for any one of us. How

woul d you have reacted? | know
woul d have probably been scared out
of ny wits. It's not a very nice

thing to do to anybody, is it?
Sone munbles fromthe class. Matthew | ooks sick.

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
Thi nk about it before you | augh at
anybody else. It could have been
you... or maybe an elderly person.
Wul d you want that? O course not.
| don't want to see anybody | aughing
about it.

CLASS
Yes, M ss Major.

M SS MAJOR
Good. Now, Matthew and Joel. |
want both of you to go outside and
take that awful thing down fromthe
tree and throw it in the garbage.

He and Joel get up and wal k out. Once they're gone -
M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
Renmenber, class, what happened to
Mat t hew coul d have happened to anyone.

A boy giggles, but Stephanie glares at him raising her fist.
He stifles the | augh.
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EXT. SCHOOLYARD - SAME TI ME

Joel and Matthew gather the foil and bunch it up, carrying
it to the garbage can.

JOEL
|"m sorry about calling you a hunky.
And what | said about your dad.

MATTHEW
|"msorry 'bout calling you fatso.

JOEL
One of these days, Tommy's gonna get
his. And | hope | see it.

MAT THEW
Yeah. Me too.

EXT. NI CODEMUS' S FI ELD - AFTERNOON

The path N codenus cut now | eads through the wheat fromthe
circle to the elevator. N codenus has begun buil ding a wooden
foundation in the mddle of the circle. WMatthew hands him
nail s.

MATTHEW
Do you think he was here before?
NI CODEMUS
Who?
MATTHEW
The Enperor of Mars.
NI CODEMUS
| don't know.
MATTHEW
Whay are you buil ding this?
NI CODEMUS
Because | have to.
MATTHEW
Wy ?
NI CODEMUS

Because | do.

MATTHEW
Wy ?
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NI CODEMUS
Sone t hings have no reason, they
just have to be done. Like washing
di shes, or pressing shirts.
MATTHEW
| betcha you think he's com ng here.
NI CODEMUS
You don't know not hi ng.
MATTHEW
Dol ores Anderson's nother saw a flying
saucer.
NI CODEMUS
She saw a rock, a neteorite. They
fall all the tine.
MATTHEW
VWll, you don't see circles like
this all the tine.
A stand-off.
NI CODEMUS
You conme to talk or you conme to hel p?
MATTHEW
Hel p.
NI CODEMUS

Then get nme sonme of those ten-penny
nail s over there.

EXT. STREET - DAY
Matt hew ri des al ong the street when anot her bi ke cones

alongside. Misic drifts fromthe bike and he turns to see
St ephani e who has a TRANSI STOR RADI O ti ed onto her handl ebars.

STEPHANI E
H , Mtthew.

Mat t hew goes faster. She keeps up.
STEPHANI E ( CONT' D)
| got a transistor radio. See, it
pl ays anywher e.

MATTHEW
| gotta go now, Stephanie.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHANI E
| can ride with you... besides
wanna tell you | think my brother
did a rotten thing to you |ast night.

MATTHEW
Why don't you go honme?

STEPHANI E
It's a free country.

(a beat)
You're not being nice. Didn't your
nmot her tell you you're supposed to
be nice to girls.

(beat)
Anyways, | just wanted to rem nd you
about ny party.

MATTHEW
| can't cone.
STEPHANI E
You have to cone. |It's going to be
a perfect party and... and...
MATTHEW
And what!
STEPHANI E
We're going to have nusic and we can
dance.

DANCE! The word that strikes terror into any self-respecting
boy of twelve. Matthewrolls into racing speed.

MATTHEW
Bye, Stephani e!

She tries to keep up but falls behind and gives up.

EXT. EMPI RE OQUTSKI RTS - DAY

Matthew finally stops, realizes he's on the edge of town.
He catches his breath, then | ooks of f towards Thunder Hil
about four mles away.

EXT. D RT ROAD - DAY

The mountain has a dark cloud over it and there's the sound

of distant thunder. WMatthew starts to pedal towards it. He
speeds along a dirt road through wheat fields.
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EXT. THUNDER HI LL - DAY

At the foot of the nountain, an old signpost is rotted and
| eaning to one side reads: Thunder Hll. Matthew | ooks up
at a winding road leading to the top.

EXT. THUNDER HI LL - TOP - DAY

Mat t hew conmes over the rim | ooking down onto the prairie
below. The road ends in front of himwhere the remains of a
few buildings still stand.

A roar of thunder echoes from above.

EXT. THUNDER H LL TOWNSI TE - DAY

What's left are a few buildings, weathered by years of w nd,
hot summers and cold w nters.

Mat t hew wal ks around a house.

| NT. THUNDER HI LL HOUSE - DAY

The place is enpty, wall paper is torn and mce run al ong the
walls. There's an old newspaper pasted onto the wall,
covering a crack - a faded headline reads: Local Boys off to
Eur ope.

Mat t hew studi es the photo - there he sees the sane picture
of Nicodemus and the other soldiers.

EXT. THUNDER HI LL -- DAY

Mat t hew wal ks outside, the wind whispers through the wll ow
trees. The leaves, turning to yellow and red with the fal
cold, seemto be speaking.

He turns, thinking he's heard a sound. But there's nothing.
Then he sees a foundation of a building. Matthew foll ows
the outline of the building as grasshoppers junp out of his
way.

Finally he spots a board and turns it over slowy. [It's the
cafe sign - THUNDER HI LL CAFE - seen in Ni codenus's
phot ogr aph.

He finds an old coffee cup and dirt-stained glass. Then
sonet hing el se catches his eye --

CROP ClI RCLES, three of themin tall prairie grass.

MATTHEW
You were here, weren't you?

( CONTI NUED)
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Just then a CRACK of thunder nmakes Matthew junp. He | ooks
up at the darkening sky where a BOLT of LIGHTNI NG sears into
the earth less than fifty feet away. Snoke drifts up from
the seared earth
Mat t hew junps on his bike and rides off down the enpty street.
The wi nd raises DUST DEVILS that seemto chase himout.
What ever was here doesn't want any visitors.
| NT. MATTHEW S HOVE - DI NNERTI ME

MVatt hew wol fs down the rest of his food as El ana wat ches.

ELANA
Mat t hew, what are you doi ng?
MATTHEW
| gotta go hel p N codenus.
ELANA
VWhat are you doing there all the
tinme?
MATTHEW
Bui | di ng.
ELANA
Does he pay you?
MATTHEW
Uh, vyeah.
ELANA
| don't see any noney.
MATTHEW
Uh, when it's done. He'll pay nme
when it's done. | gotta go.
ELANA

MVat t hew. . .
He's out the door.
EXT. MAIN STREET - EARLY EVEN NG

Matt hew s on his bi ke, headed for N codenmus's place. As he
heads up Main Street, he passes the hotel.

Joel is on his bike and catches up.

JOEL
VWhat's Ni codenus buil di ng?

( CONTI NUED)



Enper or
CONT' D

rev 07/10/09 62.

MATTHEW
Not hi ng.

JCEL
Come on, you know.

MATTHEW
It's secret.

JCEL

| heard soneone say it's a | anding
platformfor flying saucers.

MATTHEW
Maybe.

JCEL
Can | see?

MATTHEW
Maybe, |ater.

JCEL

St op, okay?

Mat t hew stops his bike.

JCEL (CONT' D)
| can't stay out after dark on a
school night.

MATTHEW
Scar ed?
JOEL
(maybe. . .)
No... M parents won't let ne.

Théy found a new way to punish ne.
No TV. Boy, just when | thought TV
was a good thing, too.

Mat t hew scans the horizon, |ooks up to the energing stars

above him

Joel follows Matthew s gaze upwards.
JOEL ( CONT' D)
It's gonna be dark soon, | can't
stay | ong.

MATTHEW
Nobody really knows what's out there.
Not even the smartest guys on Earth.
| read that sonme of those stars are
mllions of mles away, further than
we can i magi ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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The boys are sil houetted agai nst the darkeni ng sky.

MATTHEW ( CONT' D)
The only thing they can see are canals
on Mars. Man-nmade rivers. Nobody
knows who made t hem

JOEL
Sonmebody must know. There's al ways
sonebody who knows everyt hi ng.

EXT. N CODEMUS' S PLACE - DAY

There's a partially finished platformin the circle.

Ni codenmus is placing construction firepots in the path | eading
to the elevators. There are wires |leading to the top of the
el evator to an old TV antenna on top with Christmas |ights
strung on.

Mat t hew and Joel approach just as a bolt of LIGHTNI NG sears
through the air, hitting the antenna. The static electricity
flows through the wres.

JCEL
MVat t hew, | ook!

BLUE STATIC ELECTRICI TY

Spar ks and junps along the wires, droppi ng down on N codenus's
home. Flanmes begin to appear on the roof.

JOEL ( CONT' D)
Ni codenus's place is on fire!

Ni codenus sees the fire -- sees the boys...

NI CODEMUS
Matt hew, go get the fire departnent.

MVat t hew and Joel stand there - frozen.

NI CODEMUS ( CONT' D)
Matt hewt GO

They both turn around on their bikes and head back down the
street. Both boys race for all they' re worth.

Ni codenus heads for a fire extinguisher.
EXT. MAIN STREET - DUSK

Matt hew s easily outpacing the heavier Joel as they roar
down the enpty main street, turning into --

( CONTI NUED)
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THE FI RE HALL

Mat t hew | eaps off his bike and runs to the door. He tries
the handle, it's | ocked. Then he bangs on the door.

Joel arrives and both boys frantically try to get inside.
Then Matthew sees sonething --

A FIRE ALARM

On a POST near the fire station. There's no time to waste.
Mat t hew smashes the gl ass, the enmergency RI NG WAI LS.

The boys take time to catch their breath as rain begins to
fall. Men begin to appear, running to the fire hall.

EXT. N CODEMUS' S PLACE - NI GHT

The final snoldering glows of a fire are quickly drowned as
a firehose sprays the building. The rain has stopped.

NEAR THE FI RE TRUCK

Sinpson's there, and Lorne and Anderson as well as the town
clerk and the Reverend. Nicodenus sits on the steps |eading
up to the platform Matthew and Joel are nearby.

SI MPSON
Wen the hell you gonna learn to
protect these buildings. |If that
fire hit the elevators... this whole
town coul d bl ow sky high. Just what
the hell are you building, there,
Ni codenus?

Ni codenus | ooks at them as Sinpson | ooks at the wiring and
firepots.

SI MPSON ( CONT' D)
If | didn't know any better..

LORNE
What ?

Joel gets on his bike.

JCEL
| gotta go.

He | eaves and Matt hew edges cl oser to the nen.
SI MPSON
In the war, we used to nmeke tenporary

airfields for small planes to | and.
We'd set patterns just like that.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANDERSON
You saying he's making an airplane
| andi ng strip.

S| MPSON
It's too short.

LORNE
Maybe it's for flying saucers.

aughi ng as Reverend steps up.

REVEREND
Those circles are the work of a
greater power than we know.

SI MPSON
Now don't go putting the fear of God
into everyone, Reverend.

REVEREND
What do you expect... all this flying
saucer talk. It's blaspheny, that's
what it is.

LORNE
What is this N codenus?

NI CODEMUS
Not hi ng.

REVEREND

The Lord does not tolerate false
gods before him

SI MPSON
Don't know about that, but you'd
better not let the grain agent see
themw res up on the elevator. Take
"em down.

The nen return to the fire truck and drive off.
sits quietly as Matthew wal ks up to him

MAT THEW
Coul d use sone coffee..

I NT. NI CODEMUS' S PLACE - N GHT

65.

Ni codermnus

As Matthew lifts a tin coffee cup to his nouth and sips the
bitter coffee. N codenus watches him anused.

MAT THEW
Ni codenus, what's it nean, your nanme?

( CONTI NUED)



Enper or
CONT' D

Ni codermnus

Ni codemnus

rev 07/10/09

NI CODEMUS
It comes fromthe Bible. N codenus
was one of Jesus's disciples... he

was an educated man and knew many
| anguages, they say. He translated
God's words so people of many kinds
could read them

(a beat)
My grandnot her nanmed ne that.

MATTHEW

Was she in Thunder Hil1?
NI CODEMUS

What do you know about Thunder Hill?
MATTHEW

| went there. | found the sign from

the cafe. Wat was it |ike there?
wei ghs over sonmething in his mnd --

NI CODEMUS
It was a fine town init's tine. W
had farns, stores, even the cafe.
If a fell ow wanted an ice-cream cone,
he'd go right down to the cafe and
have it, w thout no problens.

MATTHEW
Wy woul d you have problens getting
i ce creanf

NI CODEMUS
W were alittle different from nost
f ol ks.

MATTHEW
How?

NI CODEMUS
D fferent.

MATTHEW

| saw a newspaper there, it had
pi ctures of them They were going
to war.

| ooks over at the photographs.

NI CODEMUS
One day an arny recruiter cane to
town and told us about this war across
the ocean and that we had to fight

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CODEMUS ( CONT' D)
for freedom Most all the eligible
men joined up and went off, ne
i ncl uded.

(a beat)

Trouble is, nost of themwas killed
in places you probably never heard
of . The ones that survived, sone
ended up in the cities and sone,
like nme, in veteran hospitals.

MATTHEW
What happened to the town?

NI CODEMUS
Wthout the nen to work the fields
and the businesses, it started dying.
Sonme of the wonen did a damm good
job of it, but eventually, the town
just plain lost it's will to |ive.
The ones that were left, the wonen
an' children and old ones, they noved
to ot her pl aces.

| ooks at the picture of Mary.

MATTHEW
Where' d she go?

takes a long tine, then:

NI CODEMUS
Far away. Too far. Best be you go
on hone now, Matthew, your nana's
gonna be worried about you.

Matt hew senses it's time to leave. He puts his cup on the
counter, glancing at N codenus.

Ni codenus

EXT. MAIN

MATTHEW
Did you know ny dad?

NI CODEMUS
No.

gets up and wal ks to the kitchen. Matthew | eaves.

STREET - DAY

A few cars, a few people wal king - what seens |ike a normnal
day. A car radio plays Gogi G ant's WAYWARD WND as we nove
into the grocery store.
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| NT. GROCERY STORE -- DAY

A newspaper headline reads UFO OVER LOS ANGELES and anot her
SAUCER SEEN | N CALGARY on a nmgazi ne rack as Matthew passes
soneone carrying bags of groceries out.

Mat t hew goes to a food shelf and reaches for the |ast can of
soup. Most of the shelf is bare as he sees Sinpson carry
out two arnfuls of groceries. The GROCER and t he CASH ER
wat ch and whi sper sonething to each ot her

EXT. MAIN STREET -- DAY

A BOY wearing a SPACE HELMET chases a girl with his ROCKET
BLASTER water pistol until two bigger G RLS surprise him
with their own ROCKET BLASTERS. He runs for cover.

Mat t hew wat ches them run down the street. He wal ks past a
bui | di ng where a HUCE POSTER reads MARTI AN HOP featuring THE
5 MARTI ANS - pasted over the previous band nane.

EXT. NI CODEMUS' S PLACE - DAY

Ni codenmus is finishing work on the platformas soneone
approaches. He rises to greet Mss Mjor.

M SS MAJOR

| cane to see what the fuss is.
NI CODEMUS

Come to see the crazy man in town?
M SS MAJOR

Well, you sure did stir up the town.

You and Matthew. Talk is going on
about Martians all over the Swan
Val | ey.

She | ooks at the construction --

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
Do you really think sonething is
goi ng to happen here?

NI CODEMUS
Not up to ne.

M SS MAJOR
| don't think any spacenmen are com ng
here, to this field or this town.

NI CODEMUS
Probably not. You ever read Ceorge
Owell? Wenis tw plus two not
four?

( CONTI NUED)
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M ss Major renmenbers --

M SS MAJOR
When you don't want it to be.
Ni net een ei ghty-four, right?

NI CODEMUS
VWhen this is over..

A beat - neither says anything.
NI CODEMUS ( CONT' D)

Wul d you have a coffee with the
crazy man agai n?

M SS MAJOR
It's not catchy, is it?

NI CODEMUS
No.

M SS MAJOR

| have homework to correct. Assum ng
the world will be safe tomorrow

She turns and wal ks away. He watches her go.
EXT. HOTEL ROOCF - EVEN NG

MAG C HOUR. Matthew and Joel are on the rooftop. Matthew
| oners his binoculars as Joel |oads his BB gun. Matthew s
gun stands at the ready.

MAT THEW
Not hi ng unusual

JOEL
My dad said he m ght take nom and ne
up to the | ake tonorrow.

MATTHEW
He can't. Tonorrow is when it's
gonna happen.

JOEL
It's my nom She's scared about
ever yt hi ng.

MATTHEW

It's safer here with everybody.

JOEL
What makes you think the Enperor guy
is gonna conme here? It's not |ike
we' re inportant or anything.

( CONTI NUED)
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MATTHEW
| f he's gonna cone, he's gonna cone
her e.
A beat .
JOEL

Maybe he'll know about your dad?

MATTHEW
You think so?

JOEL
| don't know, if heaven's out there
somewhere, and the Enperor is from
Mars, well, that's kind of our there
too, so naybe he's been there.

In the stillness of dusk, for a nonent, anything is possible.

JOEL ( CONT' D)
VWhattya think they' Il have to eat at
Stephanie's party? God, | hope they
don't have that neat spread stuff
that we had at Joria's party in
fourth grade.

Beneath them the town | ooks very quiet and small under the
vast expanse of outer space.

EXT. EMPI RE - MORNI NG

The SUN rises as a bright yellow and orange ball of fire
that seens to pour over the land. This is the big day.

| NT. MATTHEW S ROOM - MORNI NG
Mat t hew wakes up with a start. He |eaps out of bed.
EXT. MATTHEW S HOUSE - MORNI NG

Matt hew stands in his pajamas out in his yard. Around him
the world seens nornal.

EXT. SI MPSON HOUSE - DAY

An ALI EN FACE |l eaps into frame, a girl shrieks as a boy in
Alien costune chases her. They pass the Martian draw ng
contest entries, all pasted onto cards and exhibited |ike
they were in an art gallery. |It's Stephanie's party.

Mat t hew and Joel make their way to a TABLE prepared with

food and drink for the kids. Geen and red FI NGER SANDW CHES.
Joel reluctantly tastes one.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOEL
Yep. Meat spread.
He takes out the nmouthful, |ooks for somewhere to put it

wi t hout being noticed, finally stuffs it into his pocket.

STEPHANI E
H Joel, H, Mutthew

St ephani e's | ooking great - Space Alien neets Princess.

STEPHANI E ( CONT' D)
Do you like how I | ook?

MAT THEW
Ckay, | guess.

STEPHANI E
Have you seen ny draw ng?

She takes both of them by the armand brings themover to
her drawing - a flying saucer with cute aliens.

STEPHANI E ( CONT' D)
Do you like it?

MATTHEW
It's okay.

Matt hew sees Mss Major talking wth Ms. Sinpson. Joel
sneaks away.

STEPHANI E
Where's your picture?

MATTHEW
Don't have one.

STEPHANI E
Wy not ?

MATTHEW

| don't know what he | ooks |i ke.

71.

Mat t hew notices M. Sinpson, carrying boxes around the back

| ooki ng around sonmewhat suspi ciously.

MATTHEW ( CONT' D)
Where's your dad goi ng?

STEPHANI E
Oh, he's just putting stuff into the
roomin the cellar. Have you had
any of the punch? | nmade it.

( CONTI NUED)
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She drags himback to the table, but Mtthew al so notices

Ander son, the Reverend and Lorne who ask Ms. Sinpson
sonet hi ng and she points them around the back of the house.

GLORI A
Stephanie, this is sinply a divine
party.

STEPHANI E

Thank you, G oria.
Matt hew sees his chance and | eaves.

STEPHANI E ( CONT' D)
Mat t hew. . .

BEH ND THE HOUSE

The three nmen wait as Sinpson steps out, sees themwth a
| ook |i ke he's been caught with his hand in the cookie jar.

ANDERSON
Afternoon, Bill.
SI MPSON
VWhat's up?
ANDERSON
You stayin' around the house today?
SI MPSON
Got things to do.
ANDERSON
You know, | never seen that bonb
shel ter of yours.
SI MPSON

Got no bonmb shelter, told ya that.
The three nen exchange | ooks, nobody believes it.

ANDERSON
W figure we got a right to see it.
See if it conforns to zoning | aws.

SI MPSON
" mon the goddamtown committee
al so, Andy. 1In case you forgot.
And like | said, there isn't anything
t here.

Mat t hew hi des behind the corner of the house, |istening when
a HAND t ouches hi m from behi nd.

( CONTI NUED)
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M SS MAJOR

Matt hew. You haven't said a word to
me the whol e afternoon.

Matt hew wants to hear what the nmen are tal king about - but
Mss Major is here. Even if she did break his heart.

MATTHEW
Uh, I...

She takes his hand and | eads hi mback to the party.
M SS MAJOR
Come with ne, | have a special job
for you.

M ss Major |eads Matthew to the alien pictures. They pass
Joel who w nks and Stephani e who | ooks incredibly jeal ous.

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
(to the cl ass)

Well, this is certainly turning out
to be a wonderful party, isn't it,
cl ass?

CLASS

(1 n broken unison)
Yes, M ss Mjor.

M SS MAJOR
| think we have to express our thanks
to Stephanie and her nother, Ms.
Si npson, for the nice food and
everyt hing el se.

CLASS
(awkwar dl y)
Thank you Ms. Sinpson and Stephanie.

M ss Major brings Matthew closer to her, brushing agai nst
her side. She's alnost forgiven.

M SS MAJOR
And, | thought we should all thank
Matt hew for bringing the Martian
story to our attention. It certainly
has becone a big event around town.

RAlI SED VO CES suddenly interrupt and everyone turns towards
the house to see Sinpson and the three nen walk into view

S| MPSON
Goddam it, Andy, nobody tells ne
what | can or can't do. You
under st and?

( CONTI NUED)
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Sil ence anong the kids. Dolores |ooks worried -
ANDERSON

You can't keep that place a secret
anynore. W all got a right to know.

SI MPSON

You got no right to be on ny property!
ANDERSON

This ain't the arny, Bill, you can't

go around ordering ne like |I was
sonme buck private. W' re gonna vote
on this... this thing.

SI MPSON
You' re not gonna do anything, you
son-of -a-bitch

ANDERSON
You got a goddam bonb shelter there
and you' ve been stocking up food
like a packrat. W got a right to
know about it.

Si npson shoves Anderson, it turns into a shoving match as
t he kids watch.

St ephani e's enbarrassed as her nother tries to cal m Si npson.
He pushes her away as Anderson shoves him Sinpson swi ngs a
fist, connecting hard in Anderson's face.

DOLORES
Daddy!

Anderson falls on the ground and gets up slowy as the other
men and Ms. Sinpson try to keep Sinpson from going at him

ANDERSON
That's it, Bill. That's it!
MRS. SI MPSON

Al of you. The children..

The nmen realize the kids are watching. Dolores cones to her
father. Sinpson stonps off. Stephanie runs to the house,

cryi ng.

JCEL
Ww, | never saw a grownup hit anyone
inreal life. 1t's not like the
nmovies, is it?

The kids break up slowy and head towards hone.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOEL ( CONT' D)
Guess this nmeans we won't get any
cake.
O f Matthew s | ook.
EXT. MAI N STREET - DAY

Matt hew rides on Main Street, stores closed. He sees only
Sam at his usual spot in the cafe as he rides past.

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Clock reads 6:01. Matthew watches it |ike a hawk, then | ooks
at his nother. Hi s plate has been enptied in record tine.

MATTHEW

Mm.. I'mfinished. Can | go?
ELANA

Mat t hew, you eat too fast.
MATTHEW

It's tonight. | gotta go see.
ELANA

There's nothing to see. You can
stay honme for one night.

MATTHEW
But . .

ELANA
You can stay hone tonight!

MAT THEW
It's not fair. | gotta be at
Ni codenus's tonight. | gotta be
there, nom Pl ease.

ELANA
Go to your room and study for school.

Shattered - and frustrated. He |ooks at her angrily.

MATTHEW
| hate you. | wish | was wth dad!

He runs to his room slanmng the door. Elana |ooks over at
Bapka, who returns the |look with her resigned expression.

| NT. MATTHEW S ROOM - DUSK

He lies on his bed. After a nonent, he knows he can't stay
there and he goes to his closet and pulls out his BB GUN

( CONTI NUED)



Enperor rev 07/10/09 76.
CONT' D
Al so finds a fresh paper tube of BB s.
EXT. NI CODEMUS' S PLACE - DUSK

The trunk sits in front of the two chairs and rocking chair
now on the platform Matthew carries his BB gun as he
approaches. The photograph of Mary rests on the table.

NI CODEMJS ( Q. S.)
Cone for the show?

MAT THEW
| came to see the Enperor of Mars.

NI CODEMUS
There's no Enperor of Mars. There
isn't anything on Mars.

MATTHEW
Then why did you build this?

NI CODEMUS
Because sonet hing inside of nme has
been telling me to build it, since
that storm Can't explain it, just
know | got to do it. Like the ducks
that fly south, you know?

MAT THEW
That' s what makes ne want to be here
t 00. Li ke t he ducks.

Near the elevator a TRUCK stops, the two peopl e inside watch
in silence.

EXT. GRAIN ELEVATORS - DUSK - LATER

A CAR drives up and two YOUNG MEN get out and | ean agai nst
the fender, watching. Nearby two KIDS sit on the grass.

Mat t hew hel ps Nicodenus with the firepots.

EXT. SIMPSON S HOUSE - DUSK

Si npson | ooks outside the wi ndow, then turns back inside.
| NT. SI MPSON' S HOUSE - DUSK

We hear a radio that crackles with nusic froma di stant
station - Patti Page's "You Belong to Me".

St ephanie, Tormy and M's. Sinpson eat silently in the dining
room Sinpson sits down, a real RIFLE | eans against the
wal I behind him Nervous | ooks all around.
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EXT. MOVI E THEATER - DUSK

The outside lights go on, lighting up the poster for BETWEEN
HEAVEN AND HELL - a war picture. No custoners tonight.

| NT. HOTEL LOBBY - DUSK

The TV is on, but the | obby is enpty. Bernstein conmes in
and turns it off. He glances at his wife, who | ooks worried.
Bernstein enbraces her as they | ook out the w ndow.

EXT. GRAIN ELEVATORS - DUSK

Ni codenmus lights the firepots one by one. Matthew stands by
an extension cord. Wen N codenus finishes, he signals to
Matt hew. Matthew plugs the extension cord into an outlet.

The Christmas |ights high up on the elevator twinkle on in
bl ues, reds and greens, visible for several mles.

Bel ow t he el evator, nore |ocals show up.

EXT. HOTEL ROOF - DUSK

Joel sees the lights on the el evator.

EXT. NI CODEMUS' S PLACE -- DUSK

Sam Wng sel |l s paper cups of coffee, donuts and sandw ches.
Two enterprising TEN- YEAR OLDS sell KOOL-AID. Crowd has
grown to around thirty people. Alnpbst a festive npod.

Joel appears with his BB gun in hand.

JOEL
We didn't go. | sneaked out. Dad's
gonna kill nme if he finds out...
MATTHEW

You can join us.

They all take chairs on the platform N codenus on the rocker.

JOEL
VWat are we doi ng?

MATTHEW
Wi ti ng.

JOEL
Oh.  Yeah.

Joel cocks his BB gun and lays it on his |ap.

M ss Major appears in the crowd, noticing the three of them
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| NT. SI MPSON S HOUSE - EVEN NG
As the black and white TV features a news announcer.

TV NEWS ANNOUNCER (Q. S.)
Presi dent Ei senhower today faces the
prospect of an increasingly unfriendly
Congress in the aftermath of his
sweeping re-election victory.
Al t hough Ei senhower defeated Adl ai
Stevenson, his Republican party took
a political defeat when Denocrats
won margins in both houses of
Congr ess.

St ephani e and her nother sit quietly s Sinpson watches TV.
St ephani e | ooks out the wi ndow as tw |light nears. Tommy
sneaks a |l ook fromthe hallway, then | eaves unseen.

EXT. NI CODEMJUS' S PLACE - EVEN NG
Aradio froma TRUCK offers a different newscast,

RADI O ANNOUNCER ( GS)
Weat her for the m dwest renmai ns cool
with a |l ow tonight of 49 degrees.
Tonmorrow, sunny with highs near 65
and | ows near 45. Next news watch
on the hour at nine o'clock.

Music fills the air, There are at |east 70 people now, sone
CHI LDREN run around. Mss Major finds it fascinating.
Suddenly, a VO CE SHOUTS!

FARVER
Up there! Look! Up there!

Peopl e suddenly scan the near dark sky.

2ND VA CE
Over therel In the west!!

The sky is nearly black as a |ight tw nkles over the horizon.

3RD VA CE
It's a star. That's all.

FARVER
It ain't no star. Look how bri ght
it is.

2ND VA CE
It's an airpl ane.

The Reverend steps into view, shakes his head.

( CONTI NUED)
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FARVER
Ain't nobody got an airplane 'round
her e.

Joel pulls out his father's binoculars and hands the
bi nocul ars to Matthew who | ooks at the night sky.

The bright light seenms to be unusually large - but it's not

acting very different either. It just sits there.
JOEL
s it hinf
MATTHEW

| don't think so.

NI CODEMUS
It's only Venus, always the first
star to cone out every night.

REVEREND (O S.)
VWhat is the matter with all of you

All attention turns to the Reverend. Even M ss Mjor.

REVEREND ( CONT' D)

Do you not fear God!! Do you not
see the evil in what you do? Listen
to the words of God.

(lifts a Bible)
And the Angel of the Lord appeared
unto himin a flame of fire out of
the mdst of a bush, and he | ooked,
and behol d, the bush burned with
fire, and the bush was not consuned.

(a beat)
There are no Martians, no aliens,
only God. And if anything cones
tonight it will be Hm "And the
Lord said unto Mdses, Lo, | cone
unto thee in a thick cloud, that the
peopl e may hear when | speak with
t hee, and believe thee forever."

The crowd is silent until --

WOVAN
Look at the light!

Al eyes turn to the light in the sky. Now that it's darker,
it twnkles, and another has joined it. And another.

JCEL
It's stars. That's all. Just stars.

( CONTI NUED)
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They all look up as night brings it's shower of distant stars
appeari ng one after another.

| NT. MATTHEW S ROOM - NI GHT
El ana | ooks down at the enpty bed. Bapka is at the door.
EXT. NI CODEMUS' S PLACE - N GHT

Peopl e have lit kerosene |lanps, flashlights, even truck
headl i ghts as Matthew carries coffee.

M SS MAJOR
Mat t hew.

He notices her but keeps on wal king. She catches up.

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
There certainly is a crowd, isn't
t here.

MATTHEW
They' ve cone to see the Enperor.

M SS MAJOR
Mat t hew, soneti nes peopl e believe
what they want to even when it isn't

true.
MATTHEW
Li ke you bei ng nushy with N codenus?
H's ook says it all. She never even thought of this --
M SS MAJOR
| know you like nme, Matthew. | |ike

you too. But that was different. |
t hi nk you understand that.

MATTHEW
Ni codenus is ny friend.
M SS MAJOR
He still is. Nothing' s changed.
We're both your friends.
MATTHEW
Do you | ove hinf
M SS MAJOR
He's been places, | like talking to

him that's all.

MATTHEW
He knows the Enperor is com ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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M SS MAJOR
| know this is inportant to you.
But... sonetines people think there's

answers in the unknown, Matthew.
Soneti mes when they can't figure
life out, they I ook to sonething
that they can't explain. It makes
them feel better.

(a beat)
Don't be disappointed if your Enperor
doesn't show up. You've got a
lifetime ahead of you.

That | eaves Matthew one question --

MATTHEW
Then you still |ike nme?
M SS MAJOR
O course | like you. | care a lot

about you, Matthew, | think you're
going to do sonething inportant with
your life.

MATTHEW
| gotta go.

She | eans forward and kisses himlightly on the forehead.

M SS MAJOR
You're a very special boy, Mtthew.

Mat t hew s shaken, she just kissed him Not a real novie
kiss, but it was a ki ss. Hs first ever. He turns and runs.

AT THE PLATFORM

Anderson, his wife and Dol ores show up.

ANDERSON
Ni codenus... since ny mssus here
saw sonethin' too, | figure we oughtta

be here with ya.
Ni codenus nods and they clinb to the platformand sit.
EXT. NI CODEMUS' S PLACE - N GHT (LATER)

Peopl e point out stars and others watch silently while still
others argue wth their neighbors.

Mat t hew and Joel hold onto their BB guns, standing guard by
Ni codenus. Joel's love, Nancy Carsen, stands near the
platform |ooking up at Joel with big, sparkling eyes. Joel
has noticed her, too.

( CONTI NUED)
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FARVER
Li sten! Everyone listen, the news!

The crowd silences itself as he turns the radio up.

RADI O ANNOUNCER (Q S.)
And finally, Radio stations in the
west who waited for the Martian
broadcast set for tonight have
reported no contact with the all eged
Enperor of Mars, now well past his
schedul ed tinme of appearance. The
Mars hoax originated in California
when a group of outer space
ent husi asts produced a tape recording
whi ch played a nessage from Mon-Ka,
t he Enperor of Mars, set to appear
t oni ght .

(a beat)

Wil e a nunber of UFO reports have
been made, officials are rem nding
peopl e of the panic surrounding the
War of the Worlds broadcast of |939.
Next news at m dni ght.

As peopl e absorb the nessage, a DJ cones on.

DI (O S.)
Well, you heard it. No Martians
tonight. So right nowl'd like to
dedi cate this song to the Enperor of
Mars, wherever he is.

The radi o pl ays THE GREAT PRETENDER by THE PLATTERS. Nobody
says anything as the nusic drifts across the yard. They
seemto be still waiting for sonmething. But nothing cones.

Mat t hew doesn't believe it. The townspeopl e are begi nning
to | eave, nostly in silence.

JCEL (O S.)
Mat t hew.

Matt hew turns around - Joel's with Nancy.

JOEL ( CONT' D)
Me'n Nancy are going to ny place to
wat ch TV.

MAT THEW
He's gonna cone. All that neant was
that he isn't com ng anywhere el se.
He's com ng here.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOEL
Yeah, maybe. But | wanna watch TV.
So does Nancy.

Joel shrugs.

MATTHEW
Then go ahead. | don't care.
JOEL

Mat t hew.

Mat t hew s di sappointnent is all too obvious. Joel and Nancy
start to | eave.

MATTHEW
The Enperor is gonna cone and nobody
but ne is gonna see him

The Anderson famly | eave, passing N codenus who just stares.
Matthew is quiet - this is big. End of the world big.

MATTHEW ( CONT' D)
He is comng, | know he is, and so
do you, Ni codenus.

NI CODEMUS
Maybe not .

MAT THEW
He's supposed to cone. He said he
woul d. He's supposed to be here!!
Goddam i t.

Matthew flings his chair off the platform N codenus grabs
Matt hew by the arm Matthew swings at him harnl ess enough,
but the intent is real. Ni codenus holds onto himto protect
the boy fromfalling.

MATTHEW ( CONT' D)
Let me go! Let nme go!! You don't
care, you nade ne believe, you said
he was com ng.

NI CODEMUS
Matt hew, you listen to ne. | didn't
tell you nothing about the Enperor
of Mars. Nothing. You cone around,
wanna help nme do this and that.
said okay. Fact is, | liked the
conpany. But your daddy isn't com ng
back, he's never com ng back. And
you got to take that for a fact.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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Mat t hew eyes glisten. He runs off, |eaving N codenus.
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NI CODEMUS ( CONT' D)
(beat)

|"msorry, boy, I"'mtruly sorry for
you, if there was anything |I could
do, | would. But you got your nom
and your grandma and your life is
with them You gotta just accept

t hat .

MATTHEW
But | miss him

NI CODEMUS
Everyone m sses soneone who | eft
them It ain't special to you. And
| ain't gonna tell you you shouldn't
m ss him because that's your daddy.
But you can find a place to put him

where he'll al ways be.
MATTHEW
Wher e?
NI CODEMUS

(points to his heart)
Ri ght here, in that very part of you
that gives life. You renmenber him
here every day of your living life.

MATTHEW
| don't get it.
NI CODEMUS
You will. Look at you, good-I| ooking

man. One of these days, sone pretty
girl's gonna catch you and first
thing you get to be a daddy of your
own. That's the way this life works.

Maj or is there now.

M SS MAJOR
He's a boy, without a dad, did you
have to be so hard on hin?

NI CODEMUS
Truth is hard soneti nes. Better he
knows now.

M SS MAJOR

All of this, about space beings, why
id you start this?

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CODEMUS
| didn't start it.

M SS MAJOR
Then who are you waiting for?

She sees the photograph on the table.

M SS MAJOR ( CONT' D)
Ni codenus, did you believe soneone
was com ng fromout there?
(beat)
Was it the war, did it change you
t hat nuch?

NI CODEMUS
"' mnot crazy, even though everyone
in town thinks |I am

M SS MAJOR
| don't think you' re crazy.

A beat - they know the | oneliness each other feels. But
before that changes --

MRS. ANDERSON (O S.)
Look! Ther e!

Matthew turns first, he sees Ms. Anderson pointing up in
the sky. He |ooks at N codenus.

ANDERSON
Ther el !

I N THE NI GHT SKY

A silvery, translucent form appears above the el evator.

Sone peopl e gasp and sone run away while others junp in their
trucks and | ock the doors. The Reverend stands his ground.

El ana shows up, noving through the crowd, | ooking for Matthew.
Joel is there, so is Nancy.

JCOEL
Oh boy.

He cocks his BB gun and goes running back to Matthew.
ABOVE THE CROWD

The object is at |least twenty feet |long, noving closer to
t he el evator.

MAT THEW
It's headed for the el evator.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANDERSON
Crazy thing's gonna hit it!

THE OBJECT bunps softly into the top of the elevator. Sone
of the "skin" rips and sails downwards. A thought strikes
Mat t hew - sonmething odd - and famliar.

MATTHEW
Tonmy.

H GH ABOVE THE CROAD

TS TOMW - in a nmakeshift basket tied to the weather
balloon. He's trying to steer away fromthe el evator. But
the balloon collides, hitting the Christmas |ights. Sparks
fly. The heliuminside the balloon catches fire. Flane
spills.

FARVER
They're shooting at us! They're
trying to kill wus!!

The crowd begins to step back, afraid. Elana spots Matthew
catching up to N codenus and she heads towards him

MAT THEW
It's Tommy Sinpson, he's up there.

NI CODEMUS
Crazy damm f ool

Ni codenus breaks into a run to the el evator and goes i nside.

MAT THEW
Ni codenus!

JOEL
That fire's gonna spread to the wheat.
The whol e el evator's gonna go up.

MATTHEW
| gotta get him back

JOEL
You can't go, Matthew, you're a kid.

MATTHEW
| gotta.

He runs after N codemus as Joel hol ds back.

JOEL
Mat t hew

El ana reaches Joel just as M ss Major does.

( CONTI NUED)
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EL ANA
Mat t hew

Suddenly, screans fromthe crowd as -
TOMW LEAPS

Hi gh above them he barely catches onto the | adder on the
side of the elevator. The fire has spread to the el evator,
burning into the wood siding.

I NT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - GROUND - NI GHT

Ni codenmus rips a fire extinguisher off the wall and heads
for the electric elevator platform He clinbs in and pulls
the lever and the platformslowy rises upwards.

Mat t hew enters, sees the platformrising.

MAT THEW
Ni codenus! [t's on fire!

H s words go unheard. Matthew reaches the stairs and begins
runni ng up the huge | abyrinth of wood frames and iron gears
trying to catch the el evator.

EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - GROUND - NI GHT
As the fire spreads across the top of the el evator.

ANDERSON
It's not a spaceship. It's a fire!
Wth all that grain inside, that
place will go up like an Atom c Bonb.

LORNE

We gotta get the fire engine before
it blows.

Lorne and Anderson run to Anderson's truck and screech off
towards the fire hall.

EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR ROOF - N GHT

As Tommy clinbs back fromthe fire that's racing madly up
the roof towards him He clinbs onto a wal kway.

| NT. GRAIN ELEVATOR ROOF - NI GHT
Ni codenus junps off the elevator and runs for the door |eading

to the outside platform [It's |ocked and he puts down the
fire extinguisher.
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| NT. GRAIN ELEVATOR STAI RMAY - NI GHT
As Matthew uses every ounce of his strength to race upwards.
EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR ROOF - N GHT

Tonmy tries to put out sonme fires as they spread. N codenus
ki cks open the door and spots him

TOMW
Ni codenus. . .

NI CODEMUS
You crazy kid. Wat the hell you
done here!!

TOMW

It was just a joke...

An EXPLOSI ON rocks the building as fire has entered into the
storage area, connecting with the deadly gases inside.

I NT. SIMPSON S HOUSE - NI GHT
Everybody inside hears the blast. Sinpson runs to the door

and | ooks outside. FROMH S POV, the top of the el evator
| ooks Ii ke a Roman Candl e, fire and sparks bl asting upwards.

SI MPSON
Oh CGod.

MRS. SI MPSON
Bill.

SI MPSON
Stay here.

He runs down the steps towards the street. Stephanie joins
her nother as the fire burns across town.

STEPHANI E
Matthew i s t herel

EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR GROUND - NI GHT

Fromhere, it's alnost like fireworks as fire shoots out
fromeither side of the elevator. People panic.

Joel's near the bottom of the building, pulled away by M ss
Maj or. She also pulls back El ana, nearly hysterical.

ELANA
Mat t hew, pl ease, help him
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I NT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - TOP FLOCOR - N GHT

As a wood beam crashes across the doorway, bl ocking N codemnus
and Tomry. They're both trapped above the fireline.

Mat t hew appears at the head of the stairway, on the other
side of the fire. He tries to see through.

NI CODEMUS
Mat t hew

Mat t hew sees himthrough the fire.

NI CODEMUS ( CONT' D)
Get outta here. Go back down.

Mat t hew spots the fire extinguisher. He runs for it.

NI CODEMUS ( CONT' D)
No, get going. Leave!l Get outta
here, goddamit!

Mat t hew pi cks up the extinguisher and triggers a blast of
retardant at the fire. It puts out enough for N codenus to
push Tonmy t hrough.

NI CODEMUS ( CONT' D)
You crazy kid, why don't you listen
to nme?

MATTHEW
| canme to get you, you're ny friend.

Anot her bl ast rocks the building. Tomry panics and tries to

run but N codenus grabs him Behind them the el evator
platformsuffers a crushing blow rendering it unusable.

MATTHEW ( CONT' D)
The stairway, N codenus!!

Ni codenus hol ds onto Tommy and pushes Matt hew al ong.

EXT. FIREHALL - NI GHT

As the second explosion throws a fireball well over the top

of the elevator. Sinpson starts the fire engine with Anderson
and several others hanging on as the engine drives out.

| NT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - STAIRS - N GHT

Tommy's pushed down the stairs as fire licks at them
Matthew s | eading with Nicodenus at the rear. Matthew stops.

MAT THEW
Ni codenus!

( CONTI NUED)
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Ahead, fire blocks off escape. N codenus tries to figure
out what to do. Suddenly Tomy bolts and runs.

NI CODEMUS
Tonmy!

Tommy's cut off by fire as the floor breaks and he falls,
smashi ng his head agai nst a grain conveyor.

Ni codenus arrives and lifts the unconsci ous Tomy.

MAT THEW
Ni codenus! !

Ni codenmus | ooks to see the stairway shaft below thementirely
engulfed in fire. The stairway bel ow Matthew gi ves way and
Mat t hew grabs onto a beam sw nging over the fire bel ow him

MATTHEW ( CONT' D)
Ni codenus, help ne!! Pl ease!!

Ni codemus hol ds Tomry, | ooks hel pless as fire surrounds them

NI CODEMUS
(shouting, | ooking up)
Help nme! Help nme now

Mat t hew manages to pull hinself up, his visionis blurred
and off-kilter as he sees:

NI CODEMUS

Blurred, MOVING towards him Tomry in his arns. He noves
with a STRANGE GRACE that defies the urgency of the situation.
And there's a cool light from above that ENGULFS the two.

Mat t hew Wi pes his eyes as snoke clouds his vision. Suddenly
he feels hinmself BEING LI FTED. He |ooks down, the blurred
floor IS MOVI NG AVAY from him

Mat t hew | ooks up, a faint, blurred i mage of N codenus before
him But nowthere's a brilliant G.OWaround himand Tonmmy.

Underneath Matthew, the floor gives way and crashes down.
Matt hew is SUSPENDED I N Al R!'!

And he's FLOATING into a tunnel of invisible air that keeps
the flame outside. N codenus and Tormy are in the tunne

al so as Matthew | ooks down. He's suspended over the fire
bel ow hi m

Mat t hew | ooks back at Nicodemus. But his vision is stil

blurred, interrupted by short flashes of black. Slowy,
Ni codenus di sappears from his sight.

( CONTI NUED)
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FROM BLACKNESS

Mat t hew sees he's floating down the nagical tunnel, past the
fire. Then, darkness again.

Then anot her FLASH of light. Matthew sees the ground bel ow
him comng closer. He shouts, thinking he's falling. Then
he | oses consci ousness.

EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - N GHT

Sounds come back, shouts and sounds of breaki ng wood and
expl osions. Then an | MAGE - soneone | ooking down at him -
| TS NICODEMJUS. Around him the sky is lit by the fire.
Ni codemus smles at him Then darkness.

NI CODEMUS (O. S.)
They're here, Matthew, ny people,
they conme for me. Mary's here... |
gotta go honme. |I'll see you again,
Il wll. Goodbye.

The voice echoes in the darkness and fades to silence. Then
light - and another face, Elana. Beside her, a smling Mss
Maj or. Then, darkness.

DI SSOLVE
TO

| NT. MATTHEW S HOUSE - DAY

Mat t hew awakes | ooking into the blinding Iight of sun
stream ng through his window. Then El ana | eans over him
smling.

He | ooks around, realizing where he is. There's hone-nade

get well cards fromhis class and a card with a Mnet painting
onit. Mtthew reaches for the Monet - it's fromMss Mjor.

| nsi de, handwitten, "to the bravest person |'ve ever known.
Get better soon, Love, Jenny Mjor"

MATTHEW
Jenny. ..

He holds the card close to him

DI SSOLVE
TO

EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - DUSK ( THE DAY AFTER)
The elevator is a total loss. Snoking, charred ruins. Mss

Maj or wal ks around the house, stops and | ooks at the charred
el evat or rooftop.

( CONTI NUED)
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Slowy, she turns and wal ks away.

MATTHEW ( O. S.)
M ss Maj or becane different
afterwards, she stayed for a few
nore years then left Enpire. Long
after I noved away fromtown, | got
a postcard fromParis, it was from
Mss Major. Al she said was "you
were right, it wasn't as far away as
Mars after all". She signed it "l ove,
Jenny".

NI CODEMUS' S PLATFORM

Where Matthew stands al one on the platform Sone of
been stripped away. The crop circle renains.

MATTHEW (V. O.) (CONT' D)
| guess | can't explain what really
happened that night. Tommy doesn't
remenber anything at all. After
t hat, though, he becane a nicer kid
and years after | nmet himat a M das
Muf f I er shop and | earned he becane a
t eacher.

92.

DI SSOLVE
TO

it has

He turns towards Ni codemus's house. It | ooks abandoned.

MATTHEW (V. O.) ( CONT' D)
Nobody saw N codenmus again. Sone of
the people say he died in the fire
but I know he didn't. | saw him he
was goi ng hone. The doctor said I
was probably hallucinating because
of the snoke and everything. But I
remenber how we got out, all three
of us. And I know | wasn't seeing
t hings. Because here | am

| NT. NI CODEMUS' PLACE - N GHT

Nobody |ives here anynore. The photos are gone.

EXT. N CODEMUS' PLACE - N GHT

Mat t hew wal ks out, | ooks up at the night sky.

MAT THEW
Come back N codenus.

( CONTI NUED)
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He waits for an answer. But the dark sky offers little.

Then, a sparkle. Venus - first star of the night.

STEPHANIE (O S.)
H , Mtthew.

Mat t hew t urns.
STEPHANI E ( CONT' D)
Everybody knows about you. You were
very brave

MATTHEW
Yeah.

STEPHANI E
It's real sad about Ni codenus.

Matt hew wal ks to the road, she foll ows al ongside,

MAT THEW
He' s not dead.

Stephanie smles, then Matthew turns and wal ks away from
her. But this tinme she's had enough of chasing him

STEPHANI E
Matthew, | |iked you since the first
grade and you like ne. |'mnot gonna

chase you anynore.

93.

as usual .

She starts to wal k away herself. WMatthew watches her for a

beat - then:

MATTHEW
St ephani e.

She keeps wal king. He runs after her.

MATTHEW ( CONT' D)
St ephani e.

She turns as Matthew catches up.
STEPHANI E

| mean it this time, Tommy Young
asked nme to the novies tw ce already.

MATTHEW
| was thinking... maybe we could go
to the novie. | nean, if Tommy isn't
t aki ng you.

STEPHANI E
Me and you?

( CONTI NUED)
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MATTHEW
It's the Natalie Wod novie tonight.
You ki nda | ook like her.

STEPHANI E
lt's adul t.

MAT THEW
Maybe with all the excitenment, nobody
wll notice two kids.

Stephanie smles. Satisfied.

STEPHANI E
"1l buy popcorn... if we share.
Mat t hew ponders this.
MATTHEW

Ckay.

They both start wal king. She reaches for his hand and, after
a fewtries, he takes it.

MATTHEW (V. O.) (CONT' D)
| never did get sonme of the answers
| wanted. But nmaybe nobody does.
Maybe, like the circles in the
field... things just happen.

The CAMERA pans back to N codenus's | andi ng pad.

MATTHEW (V. O.) ( CONT' D)
| guess M ss Major was right about
sonething. There was a whole future
for me to face begi nning tonorrow
By the sixties, Life Magazine said
we'd be in space and | wanted to see
t hat .

(a beat)

But whatever else | expected, | kinda
hoped 1'd see N codenus agai n soneday
before I got old and died. Sonehow,
| think he was about as close to the
Enperor of Mars that | could hope
for. And if he couldn't cone to ne,
then maybe | m ght conme to him

The small town of Enpire sets in for another quiet and
peaceful night. Above, stars twinkle in the endl ess darkness
of space and the red planet - MARS shines as bright as any

of them

Fade to bl ack



	1	EXT. PRAIRIES -- EVENING
	2	EXT. MATTHEW'S HOME - EVENING
	3	INT. MATTHEW'S ROOM - NIGHT
	4	EXT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE - EVENING
	5	EXT. MAIN STREET - MORNING
	6	INT. MATTHEW'S HOME - DAY
	7	EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - DAY
	8	EXT. STREET - DAY
	9	EXT. JENKINS HOUSE - DAY
	10	EXT. STREET NEAR SCHOOL -- DAY
	11	EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - MORNING
	12	EXT. SCHOOL - MORNING
	13	INT. GRADE 6 ROOM - MORNING
	14	EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - DAY
	15	INT. GRADE 6 ROOM - MORNING
	16	EXT. SCHOOLYARD - DAY
	17	EXT. SIMPSON'S HARDWARE - DAY
	18	INT. SIMPSON'S HARDWARE - DAY
	19	EXT. MAIN STREET - DAY
	20	EXT. CEMETERY - NEAR SUNSET
	21	INT. MOVIE THEATER - NIGHT
	22	EXT. MOVIE THEATER - NIGHT
	23	EXT. CRESCENT CAFE - NIGHT
	24	INT. CRESCENT CAFE - NIGHT
	25	EXT. HOTEL ROOF - NIGHT
	26	EXT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE - NIGHT
	27	EXT. ROAD - NIGHT
	28	INT. MATTHEW'S ROOM -- NIGHT
	29	EXT. MAIN STREET (DREAM) - DAY
	30	INT. MATTHEW'S ROOM - NIGHT
	31	EXT. NICODEMUS' PLACE - NIGHT
	32	EXT. SCHOOLYARD - DAY
	33	EXT. SCHOOLYARD - LATER
	34	EXT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE - DAY
	35	INT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE - LATER
	36	EXT. NICODEMUS'S FIELD - DAY
	37	EXT. SCHOOLYARD - DAY
	38	EXT. JENKINS HOUSE - DAY
	39	INT. MISS MAJOR'S FLAT - DAY
	40	EXT. MAIN STREET - NIGHT
	41	INT. HOTEL - NIGHT
	42	EXT. FIRE ESCAPE - EVENING
	43	EXT. HOTEL ROOF - EVENING
	44	EXT. NICODEMUS'S FIELD -- NIGHT
	45	INT. HOTEL LOBBY - NIGHT
	46	EXT. MAIN STREET - NIGHT
	47	EXT. SCHOOLYARD - MORNING
	48	INT. GRADE 6 ROOM - MORNING
	49	EXT. MAIN STREET - DAY
	50	EXT. SIMPSON'S HARDWARE - DAY
	51	INT. SIMPSON'S HARDWARE - DAY
	52	EXT. SIMPSON'S HARDWARE - DAY
	53	EXT. NICODEMUS'S FIELD - DAY
	54	INT. MATTHEW'S PLACE - NIGHT
	55	EXT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE - DUSK
	56	EXT. EMPIRE - DUSK
	57	EXT. MOVIE THEATER - EVENING
	58	EXT. MOVIE THEATER - EVENING (LATER)
	59	EXT. CRESCENT CAFE - NIGHT
	60	INT. CRESCENT CAFE - NIGHT
	61	EXT. CRESCENT CAFE - NIGHT
	62	INT. CRESCENT CAFE - NIGHT
	63	EXT. CRESCENT CAFE - NIGHT
	64	INT. CRESCENT CAFE - NIGHT
	65	EXT. ELEVATORS - NIGHT
	66	INT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE - NIGHT
	67	EXT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE - NIGHT
	68	EXT. SCHOOLYARD - MORNING
	69	INT. GRADE 6 ROOM - MORNING
	70	INT. GRADE 6 ROOM - LATER
	71	EXT. SCHOOLYARD - SAME TIME
	72	EXT. NICODEMUS'S FIELD - AFTERNOON
	73	EXT. STREET - DAY
	74	EXT. EMPIRE OUTSKIRTS - DAY
	75	EXT. DIRT ROAD - DAY
	76	EXT. THUNDER HILL - DAY
	77	EXT. THUNDER HILL - TOP - DAY
	78	EXT. THUNDER HILL TOWNSITE - DAY
	79	INT. THUNDER HILL HOUSE - DAY
	80	EXT. THUNDER HILL -- DAY
	81	INT. MATTHEW'S HOME - DINNERTIME
	82	EXT. MAIN STREET - EARLY EVENING
	83	EXT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE - DAY
	84	EXT. MAIN STREET - DUSK
	85	EXT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE - NIGHT
	86	INT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE - NIGHT
	87	EXT. MAIN STREET - DAY
	88	INT. GROCERY STORE -- DAY
	89	EXT. MAIN STREET -- DAY
	90	EXT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE - DAY
	91	EXT. HOTEL ROOF - EVENING
	92	EXT. EMPIRE - MORNING
	93	INT. MATTHEW'S ROOM - MORNING
	94	EXT. MATTHEW'S HOUSE - MORNING
	95	EXT. SIMPSON HOUSE - DAY
	96	EXT. MAIN STREET - DAY
	97	INT. KITCHEN - DAY
	98	INT. MATTHEW'S ROOM - DUSK
	99	EXT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE - DUSK
	100	EXT. GRAIN ELEVATORS - DUSK - LATER
	101	EXT. SIMPSON'S HOUSE - DUSK
	102	INT. SIMPSON'S HOUSE - DUSK
	103	EXT. MOVIE THEATER - DUSK
	104	INT. HOTEL LOBBY - DUSK
	105	EXT. GRAIN ELEVATORS - DUSK
	106	EXT. HOTEL ROOF - DUSK
	107	EXT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE -- DUSK
	108	INT. SIMPSON'S HOUSE - EVENING
	109	EXT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE - EVENING
	110	INT. MATTHEW'S ROOM - NIGHT
	111	EXT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE - NIGHT
	112	EXT. NICODEMUS'S PLACE - NIGHT (LATER)
	113	INT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - GROUND - NIGHT
	114	EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - GROUND - NIGHT
	115	EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR ROOF - NIGHT
	116	INT. GRAIN ELEVATOR ROOF - NIGHT
	117	INT. GRAIN ELEVATOR STAIRWAY - NIGHT
	118	EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR ROOF - NIGHT
	119	INT. SIMPSON'S HOUSE - NIGHT
	120	EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR GROUND - NIGHT
	121	INT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - TOP FLOOR - NIGHT
	122	EXT. FIREHALL - NIGHT
	123	INT. GRAIN ELEVATOR  - STAIRS - NIGHT
	124	EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - NIGHT
	125	INT. MATTHEW'S HOUSE - DAY
	126	EXT. GRAIN ELEVATOR - DUSK (THE DAY AFTER)
	127	INT. NICODEMUS' PLACE - NIGHT
	128	EXT. NICODEMUS' PLACE - NIGHT

